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are delivered annually under my superin- 
tendence in the Eastern Division of the Royal Maternity Charity 
about 2500 women ; about 500 cases of labour are attended an- 
nually by the students of this Hospital; and there is a large 
attendarce of women afflicted with diseases peculiar to the sex in 
the out-patients’ department. The 
made available for our instruction is hardly, I believe, equalled 
by any institution in the country. I hope at any rate to be at 


no loss for materials for profitable conversation. The subject | Where 


which I have selected for to-day is Retroversion of the Uterus. 
Tt is an affection which not uncommonly escapes detection ; 
and which, if not timely recognised, may be attended by the 
most distressing, even fatal, consequences. I am afraid you 
will gather but an imperfect conception of its gravity from the 
perusal of systematic books. Thus on referring to the excellent 
article on the Uterus in the Cyclopedia of Anatomy, by Dr. 
A. FParre, we find the following description: ‘‘ The sequela of 
this displacement in the case of the gravid uterus, when arti- 
ficial or spontaneous reposition cannot be effected, are usually 
premature expulsion of the ovum, or sloughing of the uterine 
parietes and slow discharge of the contents by fistulous open- 
ings into the vagina, rectum, or other parts.” Again, Dr. Lee: 
“ Retroversion of the uterus is seldom met with: not more 
than six cases have come under my notice in sixteen years, and 
they all did well.” His cases were probably detected early 
and treated skilfully. Within a short time I have seen two 
instances where death was the end. 

Casr 1.—On Wednesday last a poor woman was referred to 
me from the surgeons’ room by Mr. Critchett. She was suffer- 
ing from constant straining efforts to pass urine; pelvic pain ; 
sense of weight in the pelvis; and strong expulsive efforts. 
This had come on gradually. She had had several children, 
and since the last delivery prolapsus of the uterus, extending 
occasionally to procidentia. She was about three months preg- 
naat. Now, in every case where there is difficulty and pain 
in passing urine, never delay making a local examination. In 
most cases the difficulty depends upon a mechanical cause, 
which a direct exploration only can detect, and which physical 
means only can relieve. Accordingly, when a vaginal exami- 
nation was made, it was found that the finger would not pass 
backwards as it usually does towards the hollow of the sacrum, 
but was at once arrested in that direction by a large, solid, 
rounded swelling, which directed the finger upwards and for- 
closed, was reached with some difficulty. The nature of the 
case was at once clear: the tumour filling the cavity of the 
pelvis was the uterus, the fundus of which was thrown back- 
wards under the promontory, whilst the cervix was tilted up 
behind the symphysis. Notwithstanding the assurance that 
urime passed on straining, I requested Mr. Mitchell, the resi- 
dent accoucheur, to introduce a catheter. He drew off a large 
quantity of urine. This gave relief, and the pressure not being 
great, she was allowed to go home; directions being given to 
admit her in the evening if necessary. I ascertained, on ques- 
her last labour. This history will show what symptoms should 


t of experience thus | shdominal 


discharge 
"The stem ted mana 
commencing 4 surgeon attem mani 
tion to reduce the uterus; this caused great rein, bat di not 


Pp back 
could only be passed forwards and u behind the 
the os uteri was ed some difficulty: 1t was 


off was limpid and amber-coloured. She was more 
the tongue was dry; the tata 
i ic poi About four ounces of urine drawn 


An autopsy, at which I was not present, was made 
of gangrene was found. 


death I beli 


Definition.—Let us define what is meant 
retroversion. Retroversion of the gravid womb isa 
ment by which the is dislocated from its normal 
slightly forward-inclining attitude, and thrown back, 
under sacrum. most 

the i ive position parts ve 
depicted EL elnaenien diagram, in which I have en- 
deavoured to represent the condition of things in Case 2. 
fundus occupies the hollow of the sacrum. The cervix does not, 
as is commonly, but erroneously, represented, —- the same 
longitudinal axis as the body of the uterus. is always a 
disposition to bend at the neck. There is more or less of retro- 
flexion; and sometimes this is complete. In ns 
fundus, its esion to the neck of the r, and its 
form, cause it to bend. 


‘if 


opinion 
tension of the bladder, has been very generally ado 
the facts and reflections I shall place before you 


will now read another ease, for 
"Case 2 the 3rd of 
oN ASE July last, a surgeon my 
assistance at a case of retroversion. The patient, aged forty, 
operation performed. Durin 
werk ago, she conelted a surgeon on account retention 
of urine. I have no doubt there was retroversion at this time, 4 
least pelvic i to suffer or 4 
from retention, on inst., forcing pains re- 4 
she had voided a little urine by dint of great straining, the ‘ 
(| 
| su saw her at four P.M. next day. e patient was 4 
| im a state of intense agony and excitement ; she dreaded to be oi : 
- her face was contracted; pulse rapid, feeble; a large t 
tumour presented; the pelvis was filled by q 
an undated. rew medium-sized m 
| vessel nearly full of stinking ammoniacal urine, of a deep port- # 
vessel to render the operation endurable. No great relief fol- tg 
to pass more urine, although the bladder was quite empty. y 
directed her to lie in the D 
tion of labour as the onl fae releasing her from her immi- } 
nent danger. But all further aid was obstinately refused by 4 
| herself and friends. On the following morning the urine drawn a 
| a 
in the evening was fetid and bloody again. e symp a 
were much aggravated; but no persuasion, I was told, could d 
induce her to consent to the use of any means of relief. She .. 
sank early on the 7th undelivered. 
N 
| branes not ruptured ; they contained lim - 
The pregnancy was of about five months’ duration. 3 
cous membrane of the bladder was black, thickened, 7 
mosed, and intensely inflamed. The cause of q 
to have been uremic poisoning, and exhaustion from ‘a 
a 
| 
Btiology.—With these examples of the affection before us, a 
| let us trace as far as we can wernt which produce it. The 
ause is dis- 
pted. But 
1, I think, 
| leave no doubt that the e Lamy 
secondary, not primary, to the di ment uterus; 
| it is the effect, and not the cause. There are, according to my a 
| observation, two distinct forms of retroversion, arising under > 
very different circumstances. These, as far as | am aware, are t 
| not discriminated in systematic works 
| retroversion is produced gradually, in the other suddenly, i 
| must remind you, in the first 
- - — ceedii rare in women ant time. i 
dietate to you the propriety of making an examination, and pe neh alone we any ahr that in labour, or its consee { 
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The gradual form.—Now the two cases I have already re- 
to you, amongst others, make it clear to me that one 

‘mode in which the displacement occurs is as follows :— 

Ist. There exists some degree of prolapsus at the time of 
conception and afterwards. 

2nd. The uterus, being thus low in the pelvis, grows in that 
situation; and, on reaching a certain size, instead of rising out 
of the brim, projects itself against the promontory. 

3rd. Still continuing to enlarge, the uterus, having its fun- 
dus fixed under the promontory, is gradually turned upon its 
transverse axis, growth taking place in the cavity of the 
sacrum. We have what we may call pelvic gestation. For 
some time this brings about no serious disturbance. 

4th. But when the uterus is so far enlarged as to fill the 
pelvis, the symptoms of pressure become developed. The ob- 
struction to the bladder, which had hitherto been only tempo- 
rary and slight, is now constant, and more or less complete, 


You have an endogenous growth, causing, by its ex a 

eccentric pressure within a bony, un- 

A variety of this form is the case, related by Dr. Blundell, 


of a lady who, labouring under ovarian dropsy, was thrown 
out of a carriage, her abdomen striking with great force against 
a stone, A very copious secretion of urine followed, with 
great abdominal pain. She recovered entirely from the dropsy, 
and married. She died with an irreducible retroversion of the 
womb about the fourth month of pregnancy. On dissection, it 
was found that the cyst had been ruptured; the remains, fall- 
ing on the womb, had fixed this organ under the promontory 
the sacrum by inflammatory adhesions, In the unimpreg- 
mated state this caused no inconvenience; but when 
from pregnancy, the irreducible uterus caused death. 


The sudden form.—This, the only one which appears to have 
sangre attention, = produced in a different manner. But 
a de antecedent prolapsus is a predisposi 
‘The mode in which io beonghd I would 
explain as follows :—I will call to your recollection the anato- 
mical fact that the neck of the uterus is closely united to the 
neck of the bladder by structures which pretty effectually 
maintain it fixed in its ition, On the other hand, the 
fundus is free, capable of being swayed backwards and for- 
wards under the varying impulses communicated by the blad- 
der, intestines, and straining efforts. During pregnancy, the 
mobility of the fundus ‘and bod increases with all the accele- 
rated power of a lengthening lever. Now, you will observe 
that natural direction of all expulsive force, whether of 
defecation or of extrusion of the contents of the uterus, from 
the abdomen to the pelvis, is towards the concavity of the 
sacrum. Under powerful straining efforts, such as attend vio- 
lent exertion, the pressure of the abdominal muscles trans- 
mitted through the floating mass of intestines is thrown upon 
the movable fundus of the uterus, which is thus driven back- 
wards under the sacral promontory. This is more especially 
liable to happen if the intestines are much loaded. If you open 
the abdomen of a gravid woman, you may commonly see the 
fundus marked by the impressions of the intestines lying on it. 
But the bladder, being fixed to the anterior abdominal wall, 
cannot, even when full, press with much force upon the fundus. 
It is an inadequate cause, whilst the cause I have explained to 
zee is agagnere, as may be inferred from the fact that strain- 

g at stool will commonly throw out the womb from the pel- 
vis in patients subject to procidentia, Let me illustrate the 
behaviour of the pregnant womb, where there is a disposition to 
retroversion, by showing you how the fetal head is expelled 
from the pelvis. If we place the skull in sit@, we see that the 
occiput rests behind the symphysis pubis, and forms the centre 
of rotation; it descends a little, it is true, but the extent of 
movement is very small; on the other hand, the whole force of 
the expulsive nisus falls upon the anterior pole of the fetal 
head, which is mp de to describe a large circle just within the 
curve of the sacruin, So it is with the pregnant womb itself; 
the cervix is the fixed point, whilst the us is made to 
revolve in the direction of the sacral curve. 

This explanation is, further, quite compatible with the his- 
tory of cases. But there is another way in which the sudden 
form may arise: a woman encounters a violent concussion 
falling on her seat or on her feet, and it is found that the w 
has been thrown down within the pelvis. 

There is a variety of displacement of the _ uterus which, 
although rare, we must not lose sight Ignorance of it 

ight very much complicate the difficulties of diagnosis, and 

into error in treatment. I prefer to explain it by a case. 


ago, a woman came under my care at the Westerm General 
Dispensary. She was in her third pregnancy, and about two 
months gone. For fourteen days she had had ‘‘ labour pains;”” 
sleeps rather heavily; pains not so bad at night; thinks they 
are bronght on by ‘* worry ;” no patereonbap, om a slight show 
the day before. The attack came on with tem wpe 
is always very sick when pregnant. The retching su 
an hysterical fit. She had, she says, a similar hysterical fit 
and retching early in her first pregnancy, but not followed by 
in as now. then hae, to 
ysterical fits. There is no obstruction of the bladder.. Great 
= in the back; tongue foul; bowels relaxed for a month 
ore attack came on, and still are so. On examinin; ing per 
vaginam, I found the aterus enlarged, and bent back uv 
the sacral promontory; the os was low down and inclined 
slightly forwards, but arching downwards. The neck was bent 
at the isthmus formed by its junction with the body like a 
retort. She was ordered rest and sedatives, and was tolerably 
free from pain for a month, when another hysterical fit came 
on, and pains followed as before, so that she thought labour 
was at hand, The uterus now seemed more straightened and 
less thrown back; os not at all dilated, She went her full 
time, having suffered several similar attacks. 


The course, toms, and terminations.—The symptoms 
will come out with tolerable distinctness in the history of the 
cases, I will only stop now to insist upon the most striking— 
those which ought instantly to engage your most serious atten- 
tion, and lead you to makean examination. These arise chiefly 
as the physical results of the excessive eccentric from 
the uterus upon the bladder and rectum. The ction to 
the bladder causes an uncontrollable desire to ae it; hence 
arise straining, tenesmus, and pains likened to labour pains; 
and these expulsive efforts frequently continue even when the 
bladder is emptied ; the presence of the womb low in the pelvis 
does the descending head in 

ur. 

As to its course, perhaps the most common one is gradual 
spontaneous restoration of the uterus to its natural position ; 
or abortion may take place; or sloughing may occur in the 
fundus, and the foetus be discharged either by the rectum or 
the vagina, But if reposition is not effected, and if the bladder 
is not relieved, you quickly get superadded the symptoms of 
uremia, just as aaa Wes in the male from retention followi 
on stricture. The urine decomposes in the bladder, the urea is 
converted into ammonia, and under the irritation of this, as 
well as of the excessive stretching of the bladder, the mucous 
membrane becomes engorged, inflamed, and even exudes blood. 
If the case does not prove fatal in this any a bladder 
may burst, peritonitis may ensue, or gangrene 0 uterus ; 
but the mo&’t common mode of death is, I suspect, by blood- 
poisoning, from al tion of the decomposing urine. To 
impress this fact and the symptoms more ibly upon your 
minds, I will read another case, 


Cask 4.—In the autumn of last year, a woman, who had 
borne several children, and who had believed herself three or 
four months pregnant, was laboriously occupied in ‘* moving.” 
She was suddenly seized with retention of urine and pain in 
abdomen. When I saw her, she was reported by the practi- 
tioner in attendance to have passed urine freely since, He had 
not passed a catheter, nor had he detected the trne nature of 
the case. He had given purgatives. There Lad been a dis- 
charge of very offensive finid, which was considered to have 
come from the uterus. The patient was in a low typhoid state ; 
her lips covered with sordes; emaciated; anxious; breathing 
hurried ; pulse quick, feeble ; the abdomen excessively tender. 
A swelling presented, which rose from the pubes to half way 
between the umbilicus ‘and scrobicalus cordis ; it was dull on 
percussion, and resembled the gravid womb in form and situa- 
tion, but projected more forward, and was more pointed at the 
fundus. On examining ag vaginam, the fundus of the uterus 
was felt lying against the rectum in the cavity of the pelvis. 
The os uteri was reached with difficulty, high and close behind 
the symphysis ; it was partly open. passed a male flexible 
catheter, and drew off nearly six pints of most foul ammoniacal 
bloody urine. The bladder had quite lost its contractile power, 
and could only be emptied by pressure of the hand on the abdo- 
men. This done, the abdominal tumour was gone ; the walls were 
flaccid. I placed the patient on her elbows and knees, and 
made gentle attempts to reduce the uterus. It did not return. 
The sinking condition of the patient precluded further mani- 

i The catheter was replaced, and instructions given to 
le ——— and nourishment were 


the bladder 
ordered, I left her 
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ou affected by uremic learned that she did 
foundly by poisoning. 


need not now detain us The difficulty 
ysical exploration. There are four points to 
tended Le There is—Ist, external examination of the abdo- 


i 


: 
F 
i 
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i 


i en for a vid uterus or d , 
disappeared. The sbdominal walls become flaccid, admit of —the 


unyielding pelvis as to allay 
from eccentric woman 
the ition, with the pelvis raised, you will not seldom 


i especially if the symp- 
toms arising from eccentric pressure continue urgent, must 
endeavour to reduce the uterus by manipulation. is the 
best mode of ? I will tell you first what not to do. 
Do not attempt what I have seen ded ly, to 
hook down the cervix uteri by pressing with the finger on the 
the af this part thet i» the origin of the whole 

di t is part is 
mischief; it is upon this part that you must If it 
were easy to the hand into the rectum, would, in 
most cases, you the greatest power of reduction. But 
upon the whole, the most convenient access is gained by the 


quent, situation of the placenta. If it occupies this situation, 
ior aspect and fundus of the womb,—you will see 

that by pressing forcibly, and a considerable degree of force is 
the tips of the fingers will be apt so to indent the 

uterus as to injure the placenta. @ consequences will pro- 
bably be hemorrhage and abortion. To obviate this, to gain 
st the same time grester power, introduce the whole hand, 
and then doubling it, forming a closed fist, apply the flat sur- 
patient on her elbows and so as to take advantage 
gravitation can afford. If you do not succeed after using rea- 
sonable force, do not ere. I cannot approve the practice 


which is, therefore, beyond your own control, cannot 
reasonable, Give the patient an opiate, and let her rest. 
If determined to renew the attempt, next time let it be under 
the influence of chloroform; and now the patient must lie on 
her left side, in the usual obstetric attitude. 


low, in order to direct the 


resistance. 
If reduction should still be impracticable, if the symptoms 
remain urgent, leading to apprehension of inflammation or 
me, you may lessen the pressure by diminishing the balk 
of the distending body, You do this by letting out a portion 
or all of the contents of the uterus; that is, by bringing on 
labour or abortion. If a catheter or stylet can be passed into 
the os uteri, to void the liquor amnii, this course is to be pre- 
played against it; but the latter mode is too slow and uncertain 
to be trusted in this emergency. If you cannot penetrate the 
cavity by the os uteri, there remains the expedient of punc- 
turing the walls of the uterus. Over and above the difficulty 
of reduction from too great bulk, or from commencing inflam- 
mation, there is a powerful argument for not too long delaying 
resort to this apparently extreme measure, T refer you to the 
ease T have quoted from Dr. Blundell, There may be pre- 


— 
enemata to unload the bowel. By these two simple measures, q 
ve done enough ; spon neous reposition wi @ place, q 
men; Zndly, examina per vaginem ; y, examina the cure is effected. Recumbent posture and avoidance of all 4 
per rectum ; —— ation per vesicam. Jy the first | bodily exertion will, however, be prudent precautions for a few ;. 
method you will the distended abdomen, this will | weeks subsequently. ; 
ent eens. Sy ee ae But if the case is of a more serious kind; if the womb does A 
thod, you will find that i i the tip of the finger enters . 
the vagina, its id lobular body, whieh pre 
vents from ing backwards towards the hollow of | . 
the sacrum. Passi the finger on in the only direction in which | q 
it-will go, it is gai a much forwards, and | 
with If youaredeter- 
and close behind the pubes, sometimes, indeed, above the q 
see that the vagina is dragge q 
cervix uteri. If you examine ;. 
vagina. 18 recommen press upon ne or Tun 
| of the womb with the fingers, pushing it backwards, upwards, 4 
| snd forwards in the line of the concavity of the sacrum. But 4 
who has recently written 
| an excellent practical paper on this subject, that there is danger i 
from this plan of detaching the placenta. In the diagram I | 
sketched a very common, I even believe the most fre- a 
and on leeling above une pubes lor une 
itisnot found. fience conclasion is that the tumonr felt pe | 
vaginam filling is is gravid uterus. case is ' 
completely in evidence before you. 7 
7 
i ; H 
Via vocated, remember, by M. Amussat, of getting one or , 
hy more assistants to help you in pushing upon the obstinate : 
uterus if your own strength is insufficient. Reasonable force 
$ i 4 ; / is all you must employ; and that force which is external to Ss 
‘at 
It has been recommended by Dr. Halpin and others to place 
a \q ¥ a bladder, or other similar instrument, in the vagina, and by y 
8 — SS distending this with water or air, to exert the requisite pres- 
- sure on the displaced uterus. I believe the method is not 
The perineum, even when sound, cannot give this; it is, as 
a) \ Bow a. you know, a highly Sistnadtite structure, and will yield more q 
readily than the imprisoned uterus; and in one case I have 
Sy read to you, there was actually no perineum—that is, it was 4 
, 2° Qi Nee fa / fissured to the anus. In the next place, the hand is much to q 
to the mind of the operator exact information of the resistan 
eae ro and teaches him to adapt the force he employs to the degree of . 
‘ 
> } 
| q 
Lastly, we come to the treatment. This must, of course, 
empty bladder, not once only, but three or four times in ‘. 
the twenty-four hours. Independently of the persistent ob- | a 
bladder from over-distension _ . You have seen eae | I, 
quences of ing this precaution. By using ; : 
not only diminish or avers the rik of anemic 
You farther carry out indication vy giving warm-water | 
| 
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existing inflammatory adhesions binding the uterus down in 
the pelvis, and rendering replacement impossible. Abortion 
or diminution of the bulk of the uterus is here the only means 
of relief. I suspect these cases are not uncommon. I have 
met with several instances of procidentia and prolapsus in the 
unimp in which elevation of the uterus beyond a 
short distance from the vulva was impossible, If pregnancy 
occur in such cases, you may have irreducible retroversion, or 
at least irreducible pelvic gestation. I am not aware that any 
serious results have been caused by this operation. It was 

ted by William Hunter, and a case was reported in 1830 
by Mr. Baynham, The real nature of the case was not ascer- 
tained for six weeks, the catheter only being used night and 
morning. Even when the bladder was empty, the uterus re- 
s.sted every attempt to return it. The most prominent part of 
the tumour in the rectum was with a trocar, and 
about twelve ounces of liquor amnii, without blood, were 
drawn off. Reduction followed in about fifteen minutes. A 
fall opiate was given. The feetus was expelled twenty-five 
hours after the operation. The patient recovered. In this 
case, the puncture was made through the rectum, and no doubt 
the place is very convenient; but the puncture may be made 
through the vagina by perforating the posterior wall. One 
point you must bear in mind if yon puncture by the vagina, 
and that is, to point the trocar perpendicularly to the uterine 
wall. For this purpose, the trocar must be directed obliquely 
backwards toward the upper part of the hollow of the sacrum. 
If you direct the point forwards, you will run the instrument 
obliquely in the uterine wall, perhaps towards the cervix, and 
whilst wounding an unnecessary extent of structure, you may 
miss the cavity of the amnion. The liquor amnii bei 
evacuated, a considerable collapse of the uterus will take place. 
You may now rest awhile. It is not advisable immediately to 
use any force in renewed attempts to reduce the uterus. Its 
lessened bulk will no longer entail the dangers that threatened 
before. ‘The process of lessening the bulk of the uterus which 
you have begun will be further carried out by nature in two 
ways. First, abortion, expulsion of the fetus and secundines 
will follow; and this effected, the process of involution sets in, 
by which the muscular tissue is rapidly diminished. This 
done, there is a spontaneous termination to the affection. 

I have but a few words to say concerning the general treat- 
ment. To relieve pain and spasm, opium and chloroform are 
the most useful means. The system, which is apt to give way 
and be prostrated, must be sedulously supported by stimulants 
and nourishment. To meet the danger of uremic poisoning, I 
would recommend nitro-hydrochloric acid and ether. 


A REPORT OF 
TWO CASES IN WHICH THE KNEE-JOINT 
WAS EXCISED. 


By P. C. PRICE, Esq., MRCS, 


SURGEON TO THE GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL, THE METROPOLITAN LIN- 
STITUTION FOR SCROFULOUS CHILDEEN AT MARGATE, ETC. 


*Srvce the publication of my small memoir relating to exci- 
sion of diseased knee-joints, I have reason to believe that 
the operation has been practised by variouz surgeons with 
greater contidence, while attention to some features of practical 
import has enabled less experienced operators to surmount 
many supposed obstacles in the subsequent treatment of the 
limb. Within the past few months [ have twice resorted to 
the operation; and, as I conceive the details of every case in 
which the proceeding has been employed in preference to am- 
putation to be worthy of special notice, I shall briefly record 
the most interesting facts connected with both instances. 

Case 1.—Phebe R——., a naturally delicate girl, thirteen 
of age, was admitted into the Metropolitan Institution 
br Scrofalous Children at Margate on July 3rd, 1858, on 
account of old-standing disease of the right knee-joint, compli- 
cated with the exhibition of more or less general strumous 
symptoms. During the earlier part of the time she was at 
Margate, the bowels discharged a muco-purulent fluid mixed 
with the evacuations. Under suitable treatment this condition 

subsided, and the child gradually gained flesh and health. 
The right knee-joint then attracted chief attention. All 
acute mischief had ceased, but considerable annoyance was still 
from occasional Pee Pressure over some parts of 


the articulation _— rise to still greater pain, while any attempt 
to flex or extend the lower limb was accompanied with feeli 

of dread. The original cause of the mischief was obscure, 
disease had existed for nearly five years, and during that period 
the integrity of the joint had been almost entirely destroyed, 
The tibia had become dislocated behind the condyles of the 
femur. The patella had anchylosed itself to the anterior sur- 
face of the femur. Various fistulous sinuses had allowed the 
escape of portions of bone from the femur, which, immediately 
above the condyles, was thiuner and more irregular in shape 
than natural. Very considerable consolidation had taken place 
from the effusion of lymph d and behind the joint. The 
hamstring tendons were strongly contracted. The calf of the 
leg had not decreased to any very appreciable amount, and the 
muscles ap healthy. The was fiexed at nearly a 
right angle to the thigh, and some slight motion could be de- 


The girl, seeing the useful legs that 1 had preserved to two 
of her companions by removing the destroyed articulation of 
the knee, was very anxious to have some operation performed 
which would enable her to throw away her crutch and gain 
the use of her limb. 

On the 16th of April, Dr. Rowe having placed her under 
chloroform, with the assistance of my pee, By Messrs. Hunter, 
Hoffman, and Thornton, and my brother, Dr. W. P. Price, (to 
whose kind assistance I have many times been indebted,) I en- 
deavoured, by using considerable force, to break down any ad- 
hesions which might be retaining the leg in its abnormal posi- 
tion, but to no purpose. I also freely divided all the = 
string tendons, but still the head of the tibia could not be 
brought into any kind of correct apposition with the condyles 
of the femur. 

In preference to amputation, I removed the joint, which 
was accomplished in the way I ain in the habit i 
the operation. About two inches of the end of the i were 
at first removed, but it was found necessary to re-apply the saw 
and take away another thin slice of bone, in ph to avoid 
any bruisin” of the cancellated stracture, when obtaining pre- 
cise apposition of the cut bony surfaces. In the portion corre- 

ing to the external condyle was discovered a small cavity 

lined with a thick, velvety membrane, which communicated 
with the interior of the articulation. Merely the articular 
surface of the tibia was removed, which at once showed that 
the osseous tissue was i aman ¢ quite healthy. The synovial 
membrane was not much altered in structure, but the articular 
cartilages were ulcerated in spots, The patella was removed, 
though, to all appearance, healthy. ‘ 

The surfaces of the bones came admirably into apposition, 
and the limb, while the child was still under chlorofe 
placed upon the splint I am in the habit of using, 

Little or no shock followed the operation, and the child 

rogressed well for three weeks. At the end of a month I 


about the size of a shilling, allowed the outer surface of the 
end of the femur to be exposed. Prior to this, there had been 
absence of all pain; now, however, there was tenderness along 
the tract of the 8a 

iliac veins. Hectic, of appetite, and emaciation proclaimed 
that the internal lesion, in i i 


along the course of the affected venous canals certainly afforded, 
for a day or two, some hopes that the untoward symptoms 
were subsiding. Liberal quantities of stimulants were ad- 
ministered, together with doses of morphia. Quinine 
and the mineral acids, for a short period, created a desire for 
food, but the stomach was too irri to allow its retention 
On the Ble of May. weeks from the date of operation, 
e 3ist , seven i 

all the unfavourable symptoms were increased in severity. In 
addition, the wound was sloughy, and although the ends of the 
bones were kept in perfect apposition, still the upper surface 
of the femur corresponding to the slough in the skin was 
and apparently destroyed. The tenderness in the right side 
had increased, while the.old discharge of muco-purulent matter 
from the bowels became constant, accompanied by excessive 
diarrhea, which was with difficulty 

On the Sth of June, the discharge the bowels had 
become more copious and strictly purulent. The amount of 


| 


it! 
i 
| 
4 
it 
sted 
tected. 
q 
| 
i 
a 
a 
al 
| 
i” 
. FF q | hoped to change the iron splint for one of gutta percha, but, 
i) alas! my most sanguine anticipations of the perfect success of 
wa skin covering the ends of the bones, which had united to its 
4 q showed symptoms of ulceration; and, in a few days, a hole, 
| 
| | 
f ' side, was exercising a very depressing influence on the entire 
i system. Poultices and hot fomentations to the wound and 
| | 
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MR, PRICE ON EXCISION OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 


[DECEMBER 3, 1859. 


union between the divided ends of the bones, which gee 
te have progressed rapidly during the first four was 
now broken up, and the wound disc a sanious, semi- 
t fluid. A few days later, a large abscess formed in 

the site of the right hip-joint, but its occurrence created but 
uite astounding to see how tenacious the 

whole system was of life. Little or no nourishment was taken 


been dead for some time. The cut plane of the tibia was studded 
with small portions of new bone, showing that ration had 
advanced to some extent; indeed, my broth formed an 
opinion, at the end of the first month, that considerable union 
had cemented the parts. 

During the treatment, the limb was removed from the splint 
only once, and not till after the seventh week. The absence of 
all local irritation from constant movement, as is too often 
practised, was thereby avoided, and much suffering saved the 

ient. 


n 

My disappointment at the non-success of the operation in 
T wes as had every reason before, 
and for some weeks after its performance, to believe that it 
would be in every respect successful. 

Cast 2.—On the Ist of June last was admitted into the 
Great Northern Hospital, under my care, a man twenty- 
six. He was sent from Yeovil, in Somersetshire, by Mr. Gar- 
land, under whose treatment he had been for some time. 

The following is the history os by the patient of his case: 
About four years since the left knee-joint suddenly commenced 

Under the influence of 


to swell, and became painful. 
suitable remedies, as the Local application of iodine, &c., the 
articulation resumed its r size, but still some d of 
told that the mischief was not quite eradicated. After 
ving been at his work (that of a la ) for a few weeks, 
he was compelled to desist, and again sought advice and rest 
for the aching limb. At various periods during two years he 
was enabled to do some work, but was often obliged to take to 
his bed at the occurrence of every fresh attack of swelling and 
= In September, 1858, he fell down and struck the unfor- 
knee, which reignited the slumbering mischief, and com- 
pelled him to place himself in the hands of his surgeon. He 
remained in bed for two weeks ; but since the date of the acci- 
dent has never been enabled to follow his employment. Three 


weeks before his admission all the ptoms of extensive dis- 
ization of the articulation had falrly proclaimed the ne- 
cessity of some definite interference. 

After remaining in the hospital for a few days—recoveri 
from the fatigue incident to the jou he had made—the fol 
lowing local symptoms were noted :—The shape of the joint is 
much altered. ere is t displacement of the tibia 
and fibula behind the condyles of the femur. The patella is 
moved outwards from the median line. The form of the joint 
is more or less irregularly globular, and there exists some con- 
siderable swelling over the head of the tibia. The pain is con- 
stant, but accelerated at night, when it becomes more gnawing 
in character, and gives rise from its intensity to sleep] 
nights and cold clammy sweats. The slightest manipulation 
causes increased pain, and the t tenderness is felt when 
pressure is made over the patella. The man has no power to 
move his limb without using both hands ; but the slightest 
jerking gives rise to a fit of agony. 

The peat health from continued suffering is fast giving 
way. Naturally delicate, and exhibiting a tendency to scrofa- 
lous affection, it was feared that his lungs might be in a critical 
state, but no cough had made its appearance. The virtues of 
opium and morphia had long lost their effect upon him, and, as 
he gradually found his strength failing, he prayed that some 
definite operation might be resorted to, as blistering, moxe, 


= all been futile in relieving the pain a ee i 
» however, to performing any definite operation, I applied 
the actual cautery freely to the joint, and placed the man on a 
sSeral diet. 

Gy che 11th of June, ten days after his admission, at mid- 
uigh’ , he was seized with a en fit of coughing, and brought 
ap a <ew ounces of blood, This was repeated on the day fol- 


and also on the 15th. Under the influence of 


doses of gallic and sulphuric acids with opium, any further 
recurrence was preven 

A careful stethoscopic examination was made by my col- 
leagnes, Drs. Leared and Cholmeley, and a certain amount of 
crepitation was detected beneath the right clavicle. There was 
also well-marked dullness over the upper portion of the right 
lung, occupying a space about thrice the size of a crown-piece. 
The untoward event greatly alarmed the patient, and he did 
not recover his composure for some few days. 

On the 25th Dr. Cholmeley advised counter-irritation over 
the right side of the chest, with croton oil, which uced a 
well-marked effect. The crepitation lessened, and the dullness 
less distinct. 

man continued to improve in health, but constant pai 
in the knee and its severe effect upon the constitution aah oar 
cumbing, I was induced to decide upon the propriety of re- 
moving a source of irritation which, within a few months, 
would prove, in all probability, the cause of an untimely end. 

1 have been called upon, on more than one occasion, to per- 
form capital operations when, to all ap the constitu- 
tion was in every way unfitted to withstand many of the extra 
demands which might be made upon it. In two instances—an 
excision of the head of the femur and an amputation 
the middle of the ce was particularly struck with 
beneficial results which immedi followed. Instead of an 


ly endeavours to heal by processes painless and normal, 
Considering the condition of the patient, I had no hesitation 
whatever in resorting to an operation to relieve him of all his 
formidable symptoms. In selecting between amputation and 
excision of the vitiated joint, there was, in my own mind, no 
difficulty. I believe if an excision be well managed in all its 
details from first to last, few surgeons who have had an oppor- 
tunity of performing both operations on several occasions will 
find —_ a loop-hole for doubt, % 
On the 7th of July, the patient appeared in a condition 
stand the immediate shock of an pang and, when under 
the influence of chloroform, I removed the diseased joint. Care 
was taken not to reflect any diseased tissues with the sate 
its connecting cellular membrane. The joint was irretriev 
a vestige of investing cartilage 
on either femur or tibia. e bones, in some parts, were 
deeply ulcerated, while the synovial membrane was pulpy, 
velvety, and tly altered in structure. Purulent fluid ex- 
isted in the jomt cavity, in lien of synovia. About two inches 
were removed from the end of the femur, and about a half to 
three quarters of an inch from the tibia. The patella, entirely 
deprived of its cartilage, was likewise taken away. 
bones, when cut with the saw, exhibited all the appear- 
ances of health; and I placed the parts in a ition, con- 
fident, if no very untoward symptoms occurred, the result 
would answer my most sanguine anticipations. More arterial 
bleeding than usual, took ; but this is a feature 
which Lesions health, and promises a fulfilment of the re- 


, So that the flap 
might be fastened, when expedient, without putting the man 
to any extra pai I have lately found it more convenient to 
adjust the limb to the splint before closing the wound, as the 
surfaces of the bones are brought into apposition with a 

certainty. This is a feature, though trivial, worth remember- 
ing, as ocular proof is thereby afforded of the correct position 


of the o g surfaces. 

The relief afforded b the operation was most marked. 
The very first night refreshing sleep was obtained, and not 
once during the treatment did the patient complain of any 


untoward symptom. The flesh-wound united by first inten- 
tion, except at the sides, which were kept patent to give exit to 
the discha 


The amount of was comparativel: 
trivial. the first week, the man began to gain fles 
rapidly, the cough ceased, and the night-sweats entirely dis- 
peared. Thanks to Mr. Evans, the excellent house-surgeon, 
patient was most carefully watched. The limb was not. 
moved from the splint till the seventh week, when a gutta- 
percha su was substituted for the more cumbrous one of 
metal. y union was quite complete, and the man could 


— | 

| 
voluntar1 y, anc the remain: In most listless condition. 
With the utmost care and attention on the part of my brother, | 
Dr. W. P. Price, who most skilfully managed the daily re- | q 

uirements of the case, the little patient was sustained, with a 
dattering hope on ped that some amendment might take i 
place, but unfortu a 
seventy-six days from date of operation. ‘ 

No post-mortem examination was obtained, but the portions _ 
of bone immediately included in the wound were removed. | a 
Their surfaces were dark-coloured, and to all appearance had | ] 

cerating process, accompanied with pain—and pain of such a 4 
| character as to induce great depression—night-sweats, loss of a * 
; appetite, and diarrhea, a clean wound exists, which nature 2 
j 
4 
a 
|} sources of Nature to create repair in healthy structures. ‘ore q 
| removing the man from the operating table, the limb was ad- 
justed on the usual splint; but I did not venture to fasten the 
| reflected flap of skin to its adjacent parts, thinking that, owing 53 
| to the somewhat excessive vascularity of the bones, some secon- ‘ 
dary hemorrhage might, perchance, occur. Silver sutares 4 
raise | m every 
' 
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bodily health, and rid of a serious local disease, the patient to prevent him’ from competion, 
left thi hoapial.on.the eighth week from the day of operation, which io ene much aud 

i is employment, and but slightly 


e 
in. condition soon to resume his 
mutilated. 


a condition to admit of its performance. 
Gween-street, Grosvenor-square, Nov. 1859. 


REPORT OF A CASE OF 


PARALYSIS AGITANS REMOVED BY THE 
CONTINUOUS GALVANIC CURRENT. 


By J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS, M.D. Lowp., F.R.C.P., 
ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO THB WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


children, and at from them, but he cannot 

definitely refer his malady to this canse. During the last two 

he has i occasional tremor of the right arm and 

the latter affected less freq: and less severely 

g;” to lift an 

very heavy; (3) has “taken cold;” (4) has lifted liquid in a 

arm, wi the 

Bet all these the tremor hes ceased when 


F 
i 


least extensive is that at the 


voluntary of arm 
his lying on the sofa, and pressing the forearm 
ilium; but any attempt to move the limb voluntarily at once 
the shaking, although he remains in the recumbent 


posture. The movement is, moreover, instantly arrested by 
my firmly grasping either the forearm in an of its upper 
tuo thirds or the arm in ita lower tind. is not a mere 


The mental condition of the patient, and his general health, 
unaffected. 


was discontinued ; then peared, and continued through- 
out the evening ; copped st beh on tha 
violent movement, but in two it became 
ion continued for an A 
th. —Last evening there was no nor tremor for five 
hours after the current was discontinued ; it 


i 
| 
or the six or eight mon sufier 
es vertigo—i. e., a “‘ feeling as if he should fall, or pitch on | 
i head, anu ae if the head were ted up in ight bandages.” At 
= it vertigo, aching in knee-joints, general disturbance ; 
a : 1A upper extremity. The agitation of — 
Z throughout the day, but returned on the 
following morning, as soon as he 
it wa On October 5th he was first seen by myself, and on this day 
t ash = (the fifteenth from its commencement) the agitation was ex- 
if ; = and, on two occasions, for about an hour, and wi 
7 : able cause, during the day. He thinks it is arrested at ni 
i erest of the ilium. With the exceptions above mentioned, the 
7 ; movements of the arm have been much the same as now seen; 
Hy disturbances, or by the attempt at voluntary mevement of the 
“The whole of the right limb is involved—i. e., the 
4 a on the shoulder; but the most constant and most exteusive 
j a hae movement is that at the elbow-joimt; the least constant and 
ing is principally that of flexion extension forearm, 
The woodcut, ing the con- | varies from nine to ten inches. The 
den of the af the amounts to shoat eight fest per sessed 
a taken by Dr. Westmacott. The swelling of the lower limb, Ze the pation t himself the right arm feels hotter than the 
left, and a difference of temperature is very obvious to the hand 
" volved in the operation, are truthfully represented. of the observer. Temperature over left biceps, 87° Fabr.; over 
T look upon the result, in this case, with feelings of great ight, 91°. 
i surgery. is the opinion of man my colleagues, as 
adopted, instead of the less formidable operation of excision, 
i the man would have stood a less chance of recovery; indeed, 
I have reason to know that amputation of the limb had been 
seriously considered, but that those who consulted about its 
| oe y, before his arrival in London, had refused to operate, | mechanical arrest of the movements, for it canno e 
i king that the patient’s state of health was in too shattered | by holding the wrist; and the jerking recommences if, while 
i the extremity is grasped in the manner described, the patient 
, mykes any attempt at a voluntary movement, The pressure 
comneninaiihitiAtiainiinains is not painful, nor is it so directed as to arrest the circulation. 
j ility is unchanged in the right upper extre ; there 
is no deviation So, i of the features 
‘ He can walk well, and wi dragging either leg; there is 
: continuous galvanic current (direct) was 
ch time arrested by pressure. At the end of five minutes he 
execute voluntary movements without cing 
an W. F——, male, aged fifty-seven ; married emotional excitement failed to reproduce the jerking, 
i and the father of twel are > ap cd temperature of the two arms, examined after the current had 
Hh twenty, ve children; height, 5 ft. 10} in. ; been passing for half an hour, was The involuntary 
j i] weight, under 11 st. No anatomical deformity ; no hereditary | movements did not return until three ws after the cu: 
a predisposition to disease ; has had good health ; has lived well 
and temperately. His oceupation is that of a carpenter; he 
) has resided in a healthy locality, and has never, until the com- 
Wi mencement of his present illness, suffered from anything of a 
similar kind. 
H For the last five years he has had anxi i 
ay 
4] sto taneously ip t an hour, an 
the the evening there wes nethin 
ae much less than on the first day of observation. There are but 
Py twenty alternations in fifteen seconds, and the range of move- 
i ment is from three to four inches. The movement therefore, 
on the the 8th, and 
was on on 
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LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


Anxious to ascertain if more could be done for the patient, I 
urged her to take another opinion and I 
met Dr. Brinton in consultation. He examined the patient 
without knowing my opinion, and at once detected the lesions 
which I have described. He thought with me that the morbid 


rar; bet pregnancies, and that the patient 
id not be vena od, although dition might be much alle- 

the en provided it could be kept 

accustomed. Disheartened this opinion, patient, 

knowledge, consulted Mr. Paget, of whom had 
in high terms, and judging from the patient’s 

ae Paget seems to have attributed the hemorrhage to 

pone and advised their removal. I have already 

the reasons that prevent my adopting so empod a view 
fitune, and Dr, Brinton likewise adheres to this opinion. 

Without absolutely deprecating the removal of the internal 
= at some more favourable time, I advised the patient not 

undergo any operation for their removal in her preset weak 
state of health. I urged upon her to keep in ch 
po me system, by moderate diet, and a small allowance of 

uor or wine, and to take a miid laxative in case the 
pees A in the least confined. Steel and quinine were 
prescribed to recruit the strength; the acetate of lead injections 
onee a day to keep the disease of the neck of the womb in abey- 
ance. Soothing injections, or others rendered astringent by the 
extract of catechu, were to be administered twice a day per 
rectum, with the proviso, that not more than one ounce fluid 
was to be i at a time. 

Remarks.—I have so fully discussed the principal bearings of 
the case, that few remarks are required. It affords another 
instance of the length of time that women can bear the loss of 
blood, wie. it telling on them so unfavourably as it does 
on men. its us to hope that the loss of blood 
a cok ed as not to prevent a state of comparative 
oe until the change of life takes place, when increased 

may be expected. I am reasoning on the h 
that the stru lesion of the body of the womb is not of a 
t nature, Upon this point there is just doubt enough 
to make one give a guarded at but not sufficient to war- 
rant one to inflict on an invalid the fear of cancer. 


Grosvenor-street, Nov. 1859. 
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‘De Sed. ef Cows. » lib, 14, Proemiam, 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


FOUR CASES OF POISONING FROM EATING THE EXTRACT 
OF BELLADONNA ; RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Dr. Gotprne.) 


A Frew days ago the public were startled by the announce- 
ment that some sixteen little boys were suffering from the 
effects of poisoning after eating some of the extract of bella- 
donna which had been pilfered in Covent-garden Market. 
Those most severely affected, five in number, were taken to 
the Charing-cross and Middlesex Hospitals, where they have 
been under constant observation and treatment, and we are 
happy to state that they have all completely recovered. 

It is a matter of difficulty to make out very correctly the 
amount of the poison taken; in the greater number it was 
small, and the effects were transient, thus accounting for the 
comparatively few who sought for hospital relief. The boy in 
Case 2 seems to have taken the largest quantity, for as much 
as a drachm, by measure, was eaten and swallowed of the 
pure extract of belladonna, 


lethora of | i 


other hand, some of the sym 

usually observed after eating the berries, were wholly 
Thus there was no dysphagia (for one of the patients swal- 
lowed in the height of his delirium) nor constriction of the 
fauces, nor any unusual redness or flushing of the akin, The. 

urinary 


last was present in the face of Case 2. 
were affected in the first two, as might almost be 
for the first twenty-four or crn The — it w 


THE 


amples, ‘Even without the knowledge beforehand of the 
nature of the poison swallowed, the state of the with. 
the delirium, would have been sufficient to indicate bella- 


presence of coma 
upon the delirium is a bad symptom, aa 


When the extract is taken, of coarse a good deal depends 
upon the activity i its ingredients, for on looking into the 
records of poisoning by this substance, we find that a child 


case, at St. George's Hospital recovered after an ounce had 
been taken; and a third, a child aged nine years, nearly 
grains administered for extract of taraxacum. 


must have 
Mr. Solly has reported a case in this j 
121), in which a man, sixty years of age, nearly 

ife from the effects of twenty grains of the extract taken by 
mistake in a liniment. Great of the throat, with dys- 


the of cases we are indebted to Mr. 
J. Reeve Shorto, 


tine evening of the Ried 
evening 0! ovem! with symptoms o 
mixture of the extract of belladonna 


was with very great difficulty that he could be to take 
anything, so an emetic was administered by Mr. with 
the stomach-pump, anv a quantity of undigested meat, onions, 
and other kinds of fooa sere evacuated. A blister was then 


far 
four grains of calomel were tag 


perfectly rational, but his pupils re- 
e urine, small in quantity for the first 


twenty-four hours, is now ut 
feeble and quick. ie painfai. All 
averted. 

Case 2.—Charles G—, was admitted 
hours before the ious patient, ha taken about a tea- 

the undiluted extract of «donna — before. 


tion a flushed face, more the 
imaginary objects and picking of the clothes ower me 


pump was not employed, and it was belinved the 
toms of deliriam were in consequence more 
was very bad for thir or forty hours, when he Scaenaaline 
and sound sleep, wi t any stupor, and no more delirium 
cobpquentiy- passed no urine, and the bladder was eva- 
the catheter, the quantity being scanty, and 
strongly ammoniacal ; pulse was very feeble and quick. 


iz mms | severe, and have been more protracted, than in any of the 
any of the 
if others. The sensorial fanctions were affected in all of them, 
i ql as evidenced by a sort of farcical delirium, with incoherent. 
i rambling, grasping at imaginary objects, and picking of the 
a 
a 
a 
" three years ol age swallowec from eight to ten grains, &@ 
ese cases are Drielly 1D 1a@yl0Ors WOrk O 
4 Fi | We are disposed to think the poison, in the present instances, 
q 
} spea < ainiy, anc under ucinations, ub was. 
P| otherwise unconscious, The pupils were widely dilated, and 
the eyes had a staring look. AU Hist he complained of 
pain in his throat a is imperfect sight, objects appearing 
white to him. His pulse was very feeble, and almost count- 
\ less, ‘There was no discoloration nor redness of the skin. It 
| 
| 
» the epigastrium, 
| tongue. He was 
— the delirium gradually — away, having lasted eighteen 
a} hours, and his faculties e clear by degrees ; but it was 
; ee not until the lapse of forty hours that he was perfectly himself. 
He had an enema in the morning, and was taking a diuretic 
i 26th.—He now appea 
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3, 1859. 


He, however, 
this boy seems to be bad. 
Cases 3 & 4.—A boy, aged nine, and another, ten of 


treated as out-patients. The general symptoms of poison- 
ink wel present in each, from drinking a solution of the ex- 
tract of belladonna, but 
m 


er aesthy and diuretic medicines, and on the 26th November, 
were much improved, and fast recovering from the effects 
of the poison. In one of these boys one pupil is much more 
dilated than the other—a peculiarity also noticed in Case 2. 


o 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 

POISONING BY THE EXTRACT OF BELLADONNA IN A 

CHILD SEVEN YEARS OLD ; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Dr. H. Thompson.) 

Tue little boy who forms the subject of the present case was 
in such a state on admission that but feeble hopes were enter- 
tained of his recovery. Under the influence of the alkaline 
treatment, after the stomach was well cleared out, his recovery 
became remarkably rapid, and the good effects were attributed 
to the influence of the potash upon the belladonna in destroying 
its activity, as first pointed out by Dr. Garrod, (THe Lancer, 
vol. ii., 1857, p. 577.) It was prescribed with this view by 
Mr. Fleetwood Bary, the resident medical officer, who kindly 
furnished us with the following short account of the boy’s 
case :— 

J. D——, a child seven years of age, was admitted on the 
23rd of November, at half-past eleven P.m., with 
y 


by belladonna. On admission, he was 
fisions, bat quite fantastic, almost hysterical, laughing and 
crying, and not at all conscious. His popile wore widel y di- 
lated ; no cutaneous eruption or di 


tremens, and picking at 


y 
nna was strong from 


every 
Nov, 24th.—He did not sleep during the night, and was de- 
lirious for fourteen hours, but towards the evening, and 
It is unknown whether 


26th.—He is now perfectly recovered in every respect, but 
the pupils are still somewhat dilated. 


ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. 
POISONING BY THE ROOT OF ACONITE, IN A MAN AGED 
FIFTY-EIGHT ; FATAL RESULT. 
(Under the care of Dr. ALDERSON.) 

As a companion case to the preceding, we give the follow- 
ing, in which a fatal result ensued from eating aconite root 
with a felonious intent. This subject has been well illustrated 
in our pages by the writings of Dr. Headland (vol. i., 1856, 
p. 340), and of Dr, Robert Jackson (ibid., p. 478), to which 


of | #0n, about eight o'clock, he ate a 


we would refer the reader. Aconite root is often mistaken for 
horse-radish, a striking example of which occurred at a dinner 
party at Dingwall, in Ross-shire, in 1856: the former was 
served up in mistake for the latter, and resulted in the death 
of three individuals, and the illness of the entire party. The 
report of a case appears in the first volume of this journal for 
1857, p. 349; and another, with an account of the post-mortem 
examination, at p. 100 of the second volume for 1856, recorded 
by Dr. Massey, of Nottingham. 

The abstract of the following case we have taken from the 


books :— 
- D—, aged fifty-eight years, admitted 11th July last, 
under the care of Dr. yr ved at five minutes before Ae, in 
the morning. Is a gardener, and well acquainted with the 
properties of plants; and being in great distress, he dug upa 
quantity of aconite, which he dried. On the night of admis- 
deal of it; this was 
followed by severe pain at eleven o'clock, and he informed his 
neighbours of what he had taken. Vomiting and purging set 
in; he lost consciousness for a few seconds, but at other times 
was sensible. He was in a state of collapse on admission; very 
e; skin cold, and covered with perspiration; pulse slow, 
intermittent, and scarcely perceptible; bowels relaxed; con- 
sciousness perfect. Stimuli and animal charcoal were adminis- 
tered, but he died twenty minutes after entering the hospital. 


Thirty-seven hours after death the 
eart large, A 


served were as follows:—Brain healthy ; 

and fatty, the cavities partly filled with blood; lungs emphy- 
sematous, and not collapsed. Abdominal viscera healthy, but 
mostly congested. The stomach contained three ounces of a 
thick grumons fluid, of a reddish tinge; it was highly congested 
on its inner surface, and had a bright scarlet hue. Some of 
the longitudinal strie were intensely reddened, but here and 
there were minute patches of extravasated blood, from the 
rupture of small vessels. This bright redness extended 

the pylorus, which was firmly contracted, into the first D mee 
of the duodenum, and gradually became darker, until it was 
nearly brown, and in the jejunum. The rest of the 
intestine was natural. The duodenum contained several ounces 
of thick reddish fluid, mixed with small solid pieces, which 
were likewise observed in the jejunum, but less red. The 
esophagus was injected, and tinged with a beautiful violet 
colour, which extended upwards to the and fauces. 
The gall bladder was empty and shri 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


A MIXED POLYPUS OF THE NOSE AND ANTRUM. 

Iv certain rare instances, polypi within the nose originate in 
the frontal sinuses, or in 
nostril, although they usually grow from some part of the 
ethmoid and turbinated bones. A curious case, of a somewhat 


mixed character, was submitted to treatment on the 26th of | 


November, by Mr. Fergusson, at King’s College Hospital, in 
the person of an old man, who had a projecting and inflamed 
tumour growing to the night side of the nostril, beneath the 
eye, and right in front of the antrum. It was made out to be 
a nasal polypus, and for its removal an incision was made from 
the inner angle of the eye —— the base of the nose, round 
the ala into this organ, The skin was then reflected back, and 


nose, whilst other portions of the 
material, and the remainder distinct cerebriform or medullary 
substance. This mixed character of disease is certainly rare 
and peculiar; but as one of the elements is of a decidedly ma- 
lignant nature, it invests the case with some importance. When 


the integuments were it together by silver sutures, the 


deformity was quite gone, as that part around the site of 
the tumour is much inflamed 
tisa 


bility of an early return of the malady. some 

igni relation to these nasal tumours, that when they 
have been thoroughly extirpated, even with well-marked cha- 
racters of malignancy, they have not returned, and a perfect 
cure has become established. Such cases ha 


patient in particular bas returned to show himeelf, in whom — 


antrum, and project into the ~ 


q 
to the nape of the neck, sinapisms to the feet, cold to the head, ' 
and a purgative and diuretic mixture as in he other case. 7 
Nov. 26th.—Is very pale; both pupils dilated, but the right 4 
very much imore so than the left ; vision is not present in the | 4 
ful when touched. The catheter is not now required, and con- 
sciousness is perfect, but much debility and weakness remain. | 
smaller. Both were more or less unconscious, with slight deli- | : 
rium, dilated pupils, pain in the stomach, and absence of 
skin eruption, or dysphagia. Their treatment consisted ; 
q 
= 
a 
i 
a 
no tendency to stupor; no difficulty in micturition then, 
and fingers. He was first noticed to be ill at half-past eight | al 
P.M, and was found oe the streets. He was quite | _ 
blind, and stared vacantly. stomach-pump was used by | 
Mr. Bary, but the patient resisted a good deal. ee qi 
of dark fluid was then removed having the odour of belladonna | ' 
most strongly marked, and remaining very persistent. Sina- ; 
neck, and cold affusion to the face; he was also ordered by ' 
Mr. Bury to take twenty minims of Brandish's liquor potasse, | 
| with the aid of the finger and the han ‘le of the scalpel, a quan- . 
| tity of material was taken away froin the nose and from the a 
antrum, consisting essentially of three distinct substances: thus _ 
the belladonna was taken in the form of extract or mixed with | there were two or three true gela:inous polypi taken from the -, 
water, but it is probable the former, from his hands being , 
smeared with it on admission. | ¥ 
| 
i 
| several occasions at King’s College Hospital, under Mr. Fer- 
. Every now and then, for some years t, one 
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EXHA AFTER SUCKLING. itself in the formation of an abscess : 


with the presence i 'y of various anomalous sy: 

A woman, twenty, the mother of two children, is 

St. Bartholomew's after an 

attack of this kind, associated ith diarrheea. suckled her 
child for seven months, although the breasts were 

actually empty. She gradually became much exhaustetl; she 

had fits of shivering, with cold sweats at night. Some six 


DEAFNESS FROM THE PRESENCE OF A PIECE OF 
NUTSHELL IN THE EAR. 


Wwen any ign body, euch as » pes, pions of papery 


of diminution of hearing, to which the person may become so 
acoustomed as scarcely to notice it.” This is understood to be 
the case when the hearing of the other ear remains perfect. It 
is sometimes only by accident that attention is directed to the 


TRAUMATIC TIBIAL PERIOSTITIS. 


Tne danger of an attack of acute periostitis, especially when 
resulting from a traumatic injury, is often seen by its attack 
ing the meurbrane covering an entire bone, or else, if in 
Vicinity of a joint, by its association with inflammation of 
articulation. The rapidity with which the mischief on 
oceasionally alarming, for not only is the limb imperilled, 
6 patient's life tly endangered. A case in which serious 
mniselfief of this kind was threatened, but happily 
become convalescent in tA Hospital, er Mr. Bryant's 
cate. A young man wou Himself by accident with a 
rusty mail, immediately below the tuberosity of the head of 
the tibia, Acute periostitis sapervened, with pain of the most 
agomizing kind, and very great constitutional disturbance. 


the 
the 

is 
bat 
has 


matter was evacuated, with inexpressible relief to the poor 
man, who from that time went on improving, and the parts 
have now assumed nearly their nataral condition. The intense 


periostitis which period promised to become 


. Ayres, of 
Many had been pent increased i 


side of the arm, with general induration of the tissues 
Caneer Hospital; it 


il 


Fe. 


d, 
s Hospital, with a tumour of this kind 
child had been a patient of Mr ite. 


Eg 

Fs 


i 
i 
rE 


made a good recovery; but, by her history, it appears t 
her died from cancer, 
mother’s brothers and died of phthisis, thus 
co-existence of cancer and tubercle in the same famil 
A tumour of the thigh, as large as an egg, in a woman fifty- 


FE 


aL 
BSE 
i 
it 


ficial, and affected i 
wound perfectly healed, she left the hospital quite well. 


Tue author commenced ss of 300 
cases of ovariotomy recorded, he i 
tetanic symptoms were observed ; and to the 

fact that tetanus appeared in two out of four cases in he 
had 


remarkable circumstance that, 
of tetanus for upwards of ten years, a third case had occurred 
in his own practice within a month, and thi 


treated on the Continent by V 
and to the experiments of Bernard with the alkaloid cwrarina, 
the active principle of the peison. He showed ee wae 
riments of Sir B, Brodie in 1811, the application of the 

of these experiments by Professor Sewell at Veterinary 
College, and subsequent experiments of Mr. Morgan and of 
Dr. Harley, had anticipated all that had been dose recently 
on the Continent, with the exception of making the 

trial on the hurian subject. The cases now 
were the first similar trials made in this country. 
then detailed the particalars of a case of chronic 
trismus, going on to opisthotonos, appearing a fortnight after — 
ovariotomy in a patient forty-one years of age. The exciting 


an 
MANUAL AND CARCINOMA. 
a Tuar the legs and arms are not exempt from the invasion of 
if cancer more than any other part of the body, we see illustrated 
one themselves in hospital practice, 
a ij ‘weeks before sdmisnon, diarrhea eet mn, sud romeined: per- e can call to mind an instance of cancerous ulceration at the 
‘a sistent ; it stopped two or three times and recurred, and thus 
H assumed an intermittent character. She was ordered four 
containing eight minims of tincture of opium. i - : 
had! fe offect of checking the diarrhea, She has 
; - . : ore especially when the disease assumes 
a She had dysmenorrhea on November Ist, 
but it has disappeared. 
1 folly on part of mothers of persisting to suckle th¢ 
P| spring when their breasts have ceased to secrete milk. 
b such persons complain, amongst other ailments, of 
sight, and in some instances temporary amaurosis. secting the tumour afterwards, 1t was found to be, as y+ oes 
—_————— enuine carcinoma of the scirrhous form, and was imbedd 
| 
{ j sometimes happens that an amount of inflammation is set up 
_ yj which may produce very alarming symptoms. On the other 
if it be a hard body, such as a piece of slate-pencil or a 
‘remain years wi t ing inflammation or irrita- 
: tion, and its presence there may even be altogether forgotten ; | {2% hwmatodes. She was “ Mito Universny Ve 
the'chief indication of its presence being a greater or ™y Hospital, and the diseased wey A encconstally ext 
| 
\ — ogee, when its real condition is at once discovered. — 
mon @ out-patients at St. George's Hospital a few 
days back, boy prownted himeelf, who had been seat in oe wate 
} ear for upwards of twelve months, the cause of the defect being Madical Soritties. 
hold of it with » #mall pait of forceps, he removed » foreign | ROYAL MEDICAL & AL SOCIETY. 
body which ott boa piste of netehell, and which had Tusspay, Nov. 22np, 1659. 
TB tly lain in the auditory canal during the whole of that Mr. F. ©. Sxey, F.R.S., Presmexnr. 
mation or irritation. course, hearing was immediatel: . 
- stored by the removal of the body. out THREE CASES OF TETANUS, IN WHICH WOORARA WAS USED .. 
The explanation — of the quiescent condition of such IM THE TREATMENT. 
i bodies in the ear is, they are round and smooth, and hence BY T. SPENCER WELLS, F.R.0.8., 
i cause little disturbance ; but if their surface be rough, irritation SURGEON TO THE SAMARITAN HOSPITAL, LECTURER ON SURGERY at 
4 is produced, followed by inflammation and purulent discharge THE GROSVENO-PLAOE SCHOOL. 
from the passage. 
mg operation—proving LOE 
| the made of its performance; little to-de with the erigin of 
the disease. The author alluded to recent cases of tetanus 
| 
: er the lapse of about forty-eight hours, a large acute abscess | 
: formed below the seat of injury, apparently threatening to in: | 
a volve the knee-joint. It was opened, and nearly a pint of'| 
i | 
Ht | 
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first by um gnd ether, afterwards by woorara, 
rly b ‘orm, the influence of which was kept up at 
intervals for forty-eight hours. patient died on the evening 


eo pressing regret for the little positive in 
ex 
had been able to lay before the Society as to the 
mw value of woorara in the treatment of tetanus, thought that 
had seen enongh to establish the following propositions :— 
1, That our knowledge of the physiological action of woorara 
—al ite antagenistic efficta to the artifice! tetanus of strych- 
nine; of the results of its use in idiopathic tetanus of the horse 
and ass; and the facts that two cases of chronic tetanus in man 

tinent, and one in this country, have recovered 
Goring ts plication—should encourage farther experiments 
man on the Continent and two in this country have died, not- 

ing the use of woorara, this should not discourage us 


in 
the imens of extract brought to this country, and to the 
well banded that they'are not. al 

same species of table, it would be well, in future trials, to 
use a solution of the active principle of wo’ra—the alkaloid 
curarina. 


4. That it is desirable to ascertain, as far as by 
iments on the lower animals, what dose of this alkaloid 
might be inoculated with safety in man; and whether the arti- 


5, That veterinary surgeons should be requested 
our attempts to determine the value of woorara when treating 
tetanus in the lower animals, by carrying on the dose of the 
until its full effects wereshown by imati 
then animal by artificial respiration. 
i su, that 


induce tetanus. In many cases of tetanus important in- 
ies to nerves have beep discovered : 


"lire 
alle 


ft 


: 


| 
| 


EE 
i 
i 


it should occasionally give rise to tetanus. He thought, how- 
ever, that the ocenrrence of two cases in succession, as the 
result of that procedure, was purely accidental, At St. Mark’s 
Hospital, where operations 


lowed immediately upon each He 


tetanus, He had seen many patients affected with a severe 
chronic form of the disease recover, and in these instances he 
had found chloroform to have exerted a most decided inflmence 
im warding off spasms for a considerable time. He urged the. 
necessity of obtaining a specimen of the woorara that could be 


depended on, and importance of discovering a safe and. 
efficacious mode of exhibiting it. 
Dr. Har.ey, after complimenting Mr, S. Wells on the able. 


manner in which he had treated his subject, said that he agreed. 


Dr, Spsow said, that as far back as 1838, he had been in 
communication with Mr. Waterton on the subject of woorara, 
and that gentleman, after hearing of Mr. Sevwell’s experiments, 


ve that an animal might be 
ve othérwise been a fatal dose, by the ayuent.st ort. 
respiration were performed by himself (Dr. Sibson.) The 
of the heart being the only sign of life which it exhibited, 
to breathe, 


was, however, at length made and aa hour . 
wards Mr. round the regm, 


base of aie, The great 
epidermicelly, six grains extract 
having been used in six days. patient recovered, (' 
In a second case, acute tetanus appeared seven days after | tetanus had never occurred except in two cases, which had fol- 
ovariotomy in a lady thirty-eight years of age, and proved SEE screed with the op 
fatal in three days. The treatment was commenced by assa- | ion exp y the author e paper, no satisfactory 
foetida injections, and woorara was afterwards used, the soft- | conclusions could be drawn as to the beneficial influence of 
ened extract having been inoculated in both arms. woorara from the two cases which he had detailed. He (Mr. 
In the third case, tetanus appeared four days after a simpli- Seep ten the first experiments made in this country ; 
fied perineal operation for the relief of prolapsus uteri in a | with agent, and at that time he was of opinion that the 
in human subject. Since t period severa) 
woorara at hand, and therefore could not employ it. The i 
difficulty of regulating its action was, however, a most import - 
ant objection te its use. He considered that its application. q 
should be restricted to genuine cases of acute, well-deve 4 
wr author leVing that the conflicting opinions re- 
garding the action of woorara on the human body were chiefly 
| due to the fact of the specimens employed being of uniform 
strength. He had in his possession at the present time five 
cases was the woorara applied in a large quantity. —_- of the poison prepared by different tribes, and, ' 
| strength varied considerably. There was, however, a second 
| and equally important reason—namely, the mode of adminis-. 
| tration. Woorara differed from many remedies in not being 
readily when introduced into the body by 
| various chan Thus, it could not enter through the un- . 
| abraded skin, and when taken by the mouth, its action was. ; 
extremely doubtful. Dr. Harley had made a pigeon swallow : 
twenty and a mouse thirty times more than was sufficient to. q 
destroy them if introduced by a wound, and yet both remained a 
This would afford some test as to the eafety of using much | unaffected. This did not arise, he said, from the poison being - q 
larger doses in man when suffering from tetanus than when in | destroyed in the digestive canal; for he had seen Bernard. 
a state of health, poison a bird with the excrements of a dog, to which a poisen- 
ous dose of woorara had been given with impunity. As regards fj 
| the value of woorara when compared with other narcotics, Dr_ 
| sisted in its peculiar power ysin A not 
ministered as to destroy entirely the power of voluntary mo- 
mueh neet what may ed the natural fustory of | tion without impairing the consciousness of the animal. (Dr. . 
tetanus. “Tt has been demonstrated,” he said, ‘‘ that direct | Harley related one or two experiments ah ge of this state- ; 
jury to nerves by pressure, contusion, puncture, or laceration, | ment.) In administering woorara to ani labouring under 
tetanus induced by strychnine, he therefore gave sufficient to 
j paralyse all the muscles except those of respiration. In this , 
c nerve; hov im | way able to allay the tetanic spasm without destroying 
the sciatic nerve; a splinter of wood in the radial nerve. In | the intelligence or arresting the performance of the organic 
other cases, the nerves near a wound have been found reddened | functions; and by continuing the thus moderated action of 
and tumefied, and evidences of inflammatory change have ex- until the hadi tine to 
tended along nerves from the seat of injury to the spinal cord. | from the system, he had been able to save the life of the animal. 
The theory of its action in tetanus was, Dr. Harley considered, 
or in the spinal cord er brain has been di It is most you 
interesting and important, therefore, to discover whether we | from killing the patien' oe Oe: ee il the morbit } 
may not have two very different conditions confounded under | state calling them into play has exhausted itself. The chances a 
the cage whether, in cate we have of curing by woorar pationt labouring upder strychaine 
spasms dependent upon irritation of the peripheral nerve and | poison, are naturally much greater than those of curing a case. 1 
of traumatic tetanus, where the morbific matter may go on im- 
creasing until its effects are more than sufficient to counteract: 
| the influence of woorara. 
went over to Guinea to quantity pomen, 
with a view to its employment in cases of tetanus and hydro- 
He made experiments upon an ass to 


‘Tur Laycer,] 
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| (Dr. Sibson) subse.juently experimented with some of the poison 
_ @n.4 horse affected with tetanus. He administered a dose pro- 


portionate to that given to the ass, but no decided effect was 
presnocd, and on increasing the dose the animal succumbed. 
n another instance the horse respired at the end of three or 
four hours, but before the apparatus could be applied a second 
time, it died. During the whole time the experiment was 
going on, the animal was free from tetanus. He had also ex- 
imented on the lower animals in a manner similar to that 
ibed by Dr. Harley. No considerable result was obtained 
except in one instance, and in this the poison was administered 
we e mouth, He (Dr. Sibson) considered, however, that in 
is case some accidental abrasion had occurred, In his opinion 
tetanus could only be overcome by giving such a dose as would 
absolutely require the employment of artificial respiration. For 
years past he had been prepared to sustain the te ac og ba 
employing artificial respiration in cases vf hydrophobia; but 
hitherto he had had no opportunity of testing its effects. The 
woorara poison he considered offered the best chance of success, 
from its complete destruction of the symptoms of the disease, 
for some hours at least. He therefore trusted that it would 
yet be tried, combined with artificial iration, in some cases 
of hydrophobia. He was apprehensive, however, that tetanus 
would be found to be too severe a malady to be overcome, 
without, indeed, the means resorted to uld destroy the 
patient. 

Mr. Spencer Wetts should regret to see the woorara em- 
ployed in such quantities as to suspend animation, until, at 

. some more favourable effects had followed its use on 
animals than those which had resulted from the experiments 
made by Mr. Sewell and Dr. Sibson. It was most gratifying 
and encouraging to find that many of the improvements in the 
science and practice of medicine, which were claimed by 
foreigners as having originated with them, should, on careful 
inquiry, be proved to have had their origin in this country. The 
researches of Bernard and Vella with regard to the physio- 
logical action of woorara, had lately excited great attention 
abroad, but it was incontestably proved that Sir B. Brodie, Mr. 
Sewell, and Mr. Morgan, had many years ago done all that for 
which the French physiologists were now taking the exclusive 
credit, Even with t to the distribution of the sensitive 
and motor branches of the mixed nerves, Mr, Hilton had many 
years pointed out this fact, though Dr. Harley had given 
the it of the discovery to Bernard. 

Dr. Rarciirre remarked that conine had, in several in- 
stances, succeeded in completely arresting tetanic spasms, As 
this agent could be administered by the stomach, and was more 
certain in its action than the woorara, he thought that its use 
was preferable. 

Mr. Sxry adverted to the great meaamen of obtaining a 
standard preparation of the poison, and which might be easily 
obtainable. In the absence of this, all experiments must be 
regarded as comparatively useless. 


Mr. Acton, at the close of the meeting, exhibited some 
PASTEBOARD SPLINTS, 


which he had lately brought from the Continent. He stated 
that he had seen these splints applied with great advantage in 
the Military Hospital at preten. o and that their inventor, 
M. Merchie, chief surgeon to that institution, informed him 
that similar splints had been extensively employed by the 
Russians in the treatment of fractures at Sebastopol. They 
are exceedingly light, firm, and inexpensive, being manufac- 
tured in ard or papier maché. When wet, the sub- 
stance is moulded to the form of the thigh, leg, arm, or fore- 
arm. These portable dry splints retain the proper shape of 
the limb. In ease of fracture occurring, half a splint is applied 
to the limb, a little cotton wool only intervening between the 
skin and the pasteboard. The other half-splint is then placed 
on the opposite side of the fractured limb, and the whole en- 
veloped in a bandage. The inventor had demonstrated, on the 
field of battle, that, as soon as these splints were applied, a 
man could be removed to the rear, and transported long dis- 
tances, without dongye. or pain, in the usual conveyances, In 


country practice, . Acton thought that these ready-pre- 


pared splints would be of great service, cr we gt where it 
might be difficult to obtain additional professional assistance in 
putting up fractures; and in the forthcoming struggle with 
ne ie t afford considerable aid to the army 
surgical s 

Several hospital surgeons ougured well for the success of 
these splints, and were anxious to know where they could be 
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Mr. Acton stated that his object in 
Society was merely to take the opinion of the members on their 
utility. None, as yet, had been made in London, but doubt- 
less could be manufactured at a very cheap rate. 
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Arrer the usual business of the meeting, Dr. 
BaBInoTon opened session 1859-60 by an address, in 
course of which he introduced an interesting résumé of the 
principal epidemics which had appeared in various i of 
the world during the last twelve months, drawn up by Dr. 
M‘William, the secretary of the Society. 

Cholera, we learn, broke out in July last at Bombay and 
Poona, and almost simultaneously on the continent of , 
selecting on this, as on former occasions, the city of Hamburgh 
as the scene of its develo t. It next appeared at Helsing- 
fors, in the Gulf of Finland, and afterwards in Southern 
Sweden ; and, early in September, it declared itself in Stock- 
holm, the capital of the kingdom. While cholera was prevail- 
ing in these northern latitudes, its appearance was also an- 
nounced at Murcia, which is situated on the south-eastern part 
of Spain, The disease, however, soon abated in the town; but 
it lin still on the coast, as Alicante and Valentia are still 
considered as ports of cholera. More recently the 
disease has attacked Rotterdam and Bra at which 
place its progress was for some time most alarming. 

There was not, it appeared, any very satisfactory or trust- 
worthy information with reference to the origin of the disease 
in any of the continental ports; but it was well known that, 
imported into *™€ral of the ports of this country by vessels 
from Hamburgh—vi=,, the river Thames (in two different 
vessels), Hull, Grimsby, Southampton, end North Shields. In 
the last-named port, the disease was communicated to a lodg- 
ing-house on shore, where it proved fatal to two of the inmates. 

the time that the existerice of cholera was known our 
Government appear to have been fully alive to the necessity 
of taking measures against the invasion of this country by 
that scourge. Quarantine restriction was not resorted to, nor 
was the freedom of commerce or of intercourse with other 
countries at all interfered with; but every precaution short of 
these was taken by the authorities, All arrivals in the ports 
of this country, more especially in those having intercourse 
with Hamburgh, were carefully watched for cholera cases; and 
in those vessels where the disease did exist, a certain degree of 
isolation from other ships, and of timitation of intercourse with 
the shore, but not such as to cause.inconvenience, were recom- 
mended, and in all cases followed. The sick sailors brought 
into the Thames were at once transferred to the Dread- 
nought, and, had occasion required, cholera hospitals were 
y for immediate use. The local authorities at such ports 
were exhorted to provide 
sengers and seamen who might arrive suffering from 
They were also furnished with the admirable provisional memo- 
um, drawn up by Mr. Simon, which ly urges upon 
local authorities the immediate and energetic exercise of the 
powers conferred on them by the Nuisance Removal Act during 
the prevalence of cholera, diarrhcea, diphtheria, typhus, or any 
other kind of fever; and which also contains concise and clear 
suggestions for the prevention and mitigation of these and 
other epidemic disorders. 

Diarrhoea was unusually fatal in London during the past 
summer, and a death from cholera was occasionally to be found 
in the Reports of the Registrar-General. Partial outbreaks of 
cholera—as on the banks of the Itchen, near Southampton— 
were said to have oceurred in some of the country districts 
but nowhere in this country, except at Wick, in Caithness, 

rish of Castleford, near Ponte- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; ; | fract, had the disease appeared in an epidemic form. 
i In the West Indies, yellow fever had been prevalent at 
several of the islands, more especially at Antigua, Trinadad, 
! and St. Thomas. In tle La Plata, which arrived last week 
. | at Southampton from St. Thomas, there had been fifteen deaths 
7 | from yellow fever during the passage home. Much remained 
: | to be done in the way of improving military barracks in the 
i West Indies; and, indeed, a thorough and minute inspection 
a | oat barracks in these islands seemed absolutely necessary, if 
oT we intend to put an end to, or, at all events, to mitigate, the 
| 
. 
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-evils of every-day occurrence in that part of our colonial pos- 
Sessions, 


r. ington concluded his address by exhorting the 
members to zeal in furnishing papers for the Society, and in 
regular attendance at the meetings. 

Dr. RicHaRDsON read a paper 

ON ZYMOSIS. 

In commencing, the author first considered the process of fer- 
mentation as it occurs out of the body. He dwelt on the 
process, explaining that divided mselves into three 
groups—the vital, the physical, and the chemical. In 
to zymosis or ferment im the body, the view generally 
tion process, ving at some length sustained these positions, 

passed on to notice the objections which might 

urged against the vital hypothesis, and then presented a 

the subject which, resting on a basis purely chemi- 

cal, explained much that was obscure and conflicting. He did 

not oppose the idea of zymosis; on the contrary, he gave to it 

rmative; but he argued in reference to three points: 

lst. That the virus exciting the fermentation was simply 
uct, 


2nd. That the virus was not by its presence the cause of the 
symptoms, but that the symptoms of the epidemics or zymotics 
were due products resulting 
3rd. That the reappearance in some cases of the virus as an 
excrete was a necessary result, but that the origin of the virus 


‘was purely local. 

Da. Richerdaan next passed on to show that if the views he 
had advanced were tenable, they would explain many points 
which otherwise are all in confusion, would link certain dis- 
eases to the z: 


he urged that the theory of zymosis, as he 
explained it, di the reason of the analogy which exists 
between diseases acknowledged to be communicable and cer- 
tain other diseases which are not considered communicable, 
such as oe cholera, 2 the ae place, it ex- 
plained the reason why a small, equally with a large, quantity 
of poison introduced into the body excites the same intensity 
of effect. Thirdly, the theory suggested an alliance between 

produced by occurring in the body neously, such 
as rheumatic fever and tetanus, Fourthly, it explained why 
the majority of Ss get well of ves. If the 
ag of these di were vital, and increased or multiplied 

the body, the reproduction would last so long as the mate- 
rial for the continuance of the reproduction were present; but 
if the process were simply chemical, as he supposed, there 
was & direct reason why the diseases ran a limited course, in- 
asmuch as chemical changes, having no independent continu- 
ance when their causes are removed, cease necessarily after a 
excited by them during the 
period of their operation. y, on the theory suggested by 
the author, an immense field, was opened for direct experi- 
mental inquiry. Here scientific researches might take two 
directions: the one towards tracing the action of known poisons 


on animals, and exciting diseases analogous to the zymotic dis- 
eases after the synthetical method; the other by ascertaining 
whether diseases so excited could be transferred to subjects 
previonsly unaffected. 

The point which attracted most interest in the was 


excites new chemical changes, and as a product of these there 
is developed an alkaline or alkaloidal sa ce, mate By. 
perties analogous to strychnine. Whether the patient or 
shall not recover depends, therefore, on the circumstance of 
this produced poison being or not being eliminated from the 
system by the excretions before the tetanic symptoms excited 
have to a certain degree. If the symptoms are ex- 

or are moderate, or are moderated by medicinal means, 
the poison be eliminated, and the patient may recover, or 
the reverse, In regard to tetanus, two experimental questions 
were open fr solution—viz., will the secretion from a wound 
ina tetanic patient, introduced by another wound into a health 
animal, excite tetanus? Secondly, are the excretions, say 
the urine, of a tetanic patient capable, like strychnine in solu- 
tion, of exciting tetanic in a susceptible animal ? 

Mr. Radcliffe, Dr. Gavin Milroy, the President, Dr, Camps, 
and Mr. Spencer Wells, joined in the debate, 

Mr. Rapcurrx asked Dr. Richardson to explain, if he would 
be Sine ange, the steps in the zymotic process a little more 
in detail. 

The Presmpent asked the author to sketch out the line of 
ae ag es inquiry which he proposed to pursue. 

. Miroy ht the author's theory did not, as he had 
understood it, supply a sufficient reason for the spontaneous 
development of certain zymotic disorders, such as cholera or 


. Camps tkat the diseases which the author had 
excited in the inferior animals, were not the diseases, but ana- 


affections. 
r. WELLs noticed the particulars of two cases of tetanus 
occurring in his own practice after ovariotomy. 

The author having replied, Dr. WALLER Lewis moved, and 
Dr. Microy seconded, a vote of thanks to him for his paper ; 
and the Preswent, in putting the resolution, stated that he 
hoped Dr, Richardson would favour the Society with further 
records of his researches in this important field, and that should 
he at any time require such assistance, a committee should be 
formed to observe the results of his experiments. 


Hebielos and Hatiers of Books. 


A Manual of Operative Surgery on the Dead Body. 
THOMAS F.R.C.S. With Iustrations. 
Longman and Co. 

Tux College of Surgeons having recently decided that a 
candidate for the surgical diploma should give some practical 
evidence of his operative skill, classes of operative surgery on the 
dead subject have been opened at most of our hospital schools. 
Hence such a handbook as this of Mr. Thomas Smith became 
a@ necessity ; and it has the advantage of appearing at a timely 
moment. Its object is to give to students a practical guide to 
the performance of operations on the dead body, and to lighten 
the labours of teachers by enabling them to dispense with 
much oral instruction and to institute the same kind of super- 
vision that is ordinarily exercised in the study of practical 
anatomy. 

The subject of operative surgery is so wide, that it offers 
many inducements to an author to fill octavo volumes with 
historical and critical matter. Thus Malgaigne declared that 
a treatise on operative surgery, to satisfy the requirements of 
the age, should, for each operation, —first, discuss the indica. 
tions, exactly study the surgical anatomy, review all the pro- 
ceedings, and, after mature examination and judicious choice 
of the best, describe the manipulation with all necessary detail; 
then point out the different methods of dressing; set forth a 
statistical account wee failures ; and, lastly, seek 


4 


Scarlatina and diphtheria had prevailed in most parts of this 
country, more oopeselly in the rural districts. 

Diphtheria also appeared in Australia. The origin and | ; 
progress of this disease in a country like Australia, which had | that which had reference to tetanus. This disease Dr. Richard- 

all along enjoyed a comparative exemption from epidemics, | son claimed to be essentially zymotic. The theory of its pro- 

were subjects worthy of careful investigation. duction to the of 
Allusion was next made to the Permanent Public Health healing, secretes a special albuminous product, which bes the ; 
Act, which was happily carried through Parliament during | property of a ferment, This substance absorbed into the bod 7 
last session. Amongst other important objects obtained with | ; 
this Act, was the placing of the public vaccination of England 

and Wales ander medical supervision, 
necessary staff were most anxiously and would, it | 

was to be hoped, enable this country to realize, to a far greater | 

- extent than it had yet done, the benefit conferred by the mag- ; 
nificent discovery of Jenner. For its sins of omission in this } 
respect was at this moment being scourged. The 
great small-pox epidemy, which commenced in 1857, had had, 
Within the feat. terelve montha, possession of this metropolis, 
s have paid in thi ri y . robably ten q 
times that amount by elo, the penalty of ther neglect of, 
or of the imperfect manner in which they have received, the us 
great prophylactic of vaccination. 

that list, and would yet, at the same time, reduce the verbal 

; list of zymotics to a few units. 
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in order to point wut their remedy. Mr. Smith has, however, 
assigned to himself a more limited task: he has briefly and 
clearly described those operative proceedings which are usually 
practised on the dead body, and has arranged them as far as 
ible in the order in which they should be performed; “ an 
order,” he justly remarks, ‘‘ rendered necessary in this country 
by the searcity of anatomical subjects.” If, therefore, we 
should seek in this book for historical disquisition, critical 
of various methods, or any of those pathological 
with philosophic interest, we should be disappointed ; 
vided,— plain and intelligible directions to students for the 
performance of operations on the dead bedy—a 
series of rules and explanations which every man may usefully 
by heart,—these we shall find, It is peculiarly a student's 
The cuts are good, although scarce; the directions 
explicit; and the anatomy correct. In a text-book which is 
in great measure founded upon French examples, there is of 
course a decided leaning to that school of surgery; but not to 
the exclusion of modern English improvements, since we find 
proceedings so late as those of Bowman for slitting up the 
canaliculi in lachrymal fistula, and of Teale for amputation by 
rectangular flaps, figured and described. We are not disposed 
to be hypercritical in dealing with a handbook of so obviously 
useful and unpretending a character, or there are many faults— 
of omission, rather than of commission—which might be pointed 
out, Mr. Smith has succeeded in producing a manual of con- 
siderable merit and utility to students, and one which will 
certainly meet with a very cordial reception at their hands. 


ond Moral. By M.D. Lon: 
don: Whittaker. 


Tr would be difficult to gain any notion of the contents of 


profession, but strongly bound to his art by sympathy with its 
noblest aspects and respect for its high achievements, Dr. 
Carlyon treats of Medical Rank and Responsibilities, and of 
the Nature and Destiny of Man; he devotes a chapter also to 
general considerations respecting Health and Disease. Eating to 
repletion is the vice of modern society; and now that it is no 
longer fashionable for gentlemen to drink themselves into deli- 
rium tremens, they gorge themselves to gout, dyspepsia, jaun- 
This modern failing is the more formid- 


ith 
i 


is extremely well written, and contains a fair exposition of the 
most enlightened views of the range of utility of this anws- 
thetic. The author quotes largely here from the expressed 
views of Mr, Coulson, to whom, as to “‘ap eminent Cornish- 
man worthy to be named with Davy and Gilbert,” the author 
—himeelf a native of Cornwall—has dedicated his book. This 
is followed by a reprint of Lewis Cornaro’s celebrated treatise 
on the Means of Attaining a Long and Healthful Life. The 
book concludes with a chapter on Corporal Punishments: a 
tribute is paid to Mr. Wakley “ for his incalculable services” in 
bringing about @ mitigation of these cruelties. Dr. Carlyon has 
been at the pains to transfer to his pages the vivid picture of 
his agony which Somerville has left in his autobiography ; and 
if anything is needed to satisfy the unprejudiced and humane 
mind of the brutal and unnatural torment to which human 
this chapter will suffice, It is a timely and 

let die, but which should pever cease to be repeated until the 
lash is abolished from the services, 

Dr. Carlyon’s book may be commended as one of varied 
learning, extensive and kindly reminiscences, high feeling, and 
much interest. 


Oration delivered before the Medical Society of 
Highty-sixth Anniversary, March 8th, 1859. By B. ©. H. 
F. Rovru, M.R.C-P., Physician 


Tuis ‘‘ Oration” is creditable to its author, It was composed 
at only a few days’ notice, the sudden illness of Dr. Lankester, 
who had been appointed orator for the year, having prevented 
him from fulfilling his task; yet it contains a large amount of 
interesting historical and biographical information. 

In a very condensed form, the author gives a somewhat 
minute history of the Society from its foundation in 1773 up 
its various presidents and distinguished members; its pecu- 
niary resources, which appear to have been very fluctuating ; 
its quarrels—for, from tho very first, it seems to have been a 
rather pugnacious body ; and various other matters, which are 
not only interesting in an historical point of view, but may 


| 
i 
i | 
if 
| 
4 Ss DOOE "Om Wi u ngen ously | 
Ml for the purpose of concealing the multifarious nature of the | 
a topics discussed. It includes the discursive recollections of a | 
if venerable country physician long retired from the practice of his | 
| | prove ins ructive a8 guides an aS 
whom the present and future interests of the Society have heen 
4 committed, This is followed by a short biographical sketch of 
Dr. Lettsom, the founder of the old Medical Society, to whose 
| great talents and noble and disinterested character he pays 3 
‘ warm and eloquent tribute. In connexion with the West- 
4 minster Medical Society, with which the old Medical Society 
& was, some years ago, amalgamated, Sir Charles Mansfield 
 && ; Clarke and Sir Benjamin Brodie are introduced as its founders. 
through the vista of years, and seems to trace a gradual | This Society, like the old one, has had many alternations 
growth of ‘‘ gourmandise,” spite of the maxims of all the | from prosperity to adversity ; on different occasions, it appears 
moralists and the aphorisms of all the apothecaries whom he | to have been saved from destruction solely by the generous 
has known, Thackeray, Sidney Smith, Abernethy, Parr, and | and energetic efforts of Dr. Sayer, Dr. Chowne, Mr. Hird, 
Lewis Cornaro have vainly assailed the vice with wit and | and Mr. Hancock, bapirry ening += gine graders | 
wisdom. Dr. Carlyon once attempted, he says, “‘to lecture a | stated, amalgamated; and though, at its outset, the uni 
it patient in the middle class of society who was literally dying | body had many difficulties to contend with, its popularity 
Be of repletion, when she burst into tears, and upbraided him | has never waned; and, in spite of occasional slight ont- 
4 outright for his want of feeling, and so sobbed him ont of | breaks of its legendary warlike disposition, it continues to 
a lecture.” The fair disciple of Brillat-Savarin was horrified at | flourish, and to add new members almost weekly to its ranks, 
i his cruelty and want of civilization, Dr. Carlyom seems to | In alluding to some of the more recent events in the Society's 
Bt hint that the reception of the lecture did not encourage him to | history, the author strongly advocates frequent changes of the 
Ve repeat the experiment, since he emphasizes the story hy the | councillors and other office-bearers,—showing, by the evidence 
et adverbial “ once.” His gastronomic caution may be respected, | of the past, that too great tenacity of office bas invariably led 
iW and will certainly be easily appreciated. A chapter on Table | to strife and disunion. But, in touching on the somewhat 
1g Talk introduces us to Alexis Soyer, Paganini, the Bishop of | ticklish ground of politics, we are bound to say that Dr. Routh 
i! New Zealand, Fraser, and Punch, on gastronomy. Lt is followed | does full and ample justice to the zeal, energy, and devotion of 
t by a collection of miscellaneous principles and surgical observa- | several of the Society’s most valuable members, to whom he is 
fi tions. From these subjects we pass to the discussion of Teta- | well known on such points to be strongly opposed. The 
oS on a ee The chapter on chloroform | whole winds up with a powerful peroration om the voca- 
a 


tion and duties of the medical profession : from this our space 
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THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1859. 


Is there anyone, even yet, who is thoroughly satisfied and 

convinced that the great problem of the drainage of the metro- 
polis is solved? Under the irresistible dictation, which, acting 
through our olfactory organs, took all other senses captive, an 
Act of Parliament has been carried, which decrees that the 
sewage shall be dealt with in one specified manner. The 
Metropolitan Board of Works is charged with the duty of 
executing the Act, and the ratepayers have the satisfaction of 
knowing that they are taxed for the rest of their lives to pay 
for the gigantic experiment of collecting the sewage of London 
into huge, slightly-inclining main drains, the torpid and de- 
composing currents of which are to be discharged into the 
Thames by the aid of pumps and other complicated engineering 
contrivances. The Northern High-Level Main Drain, the easiest 
of construction, and the most innocent in its consequences, is in 
progress, and would probably, but for the recent strike, have 
been at this moment nearly completed, It will be time enough 
to speak of the Low-Level Main Drain when it is constructed, A 
strike of navigators is as nothing to the engineering difficulties 
in the way. It may yet not be too late to modify the ex- 
travagant and hazardous undertaking upon which we are 
launched, Is there no alternative but to discharge all the 
sewage into the river? Need it all be wasted? Is it proved 
to demonstration that every gallon or every ounce of our town- 
manure is so utterly insusceptible of utilization that the best, 
the only thing to be done is to construct enormous works, at 
no matter what cost, in order to throw it away? In Leicester, 
Rugby, Tottenham, Edinburgh, and other places, the town- 
sewage is found to be useful as a fertilizing agent, and no in- 
surmountable obstacle is met with in so applying it. 

The question is not whether we can, upon our whole outlay 
for sewage works, get a surplus profit or dividend by the sale 
of our sewage. Not even Alderman Mecut, who sets as high a 
value upon liquid sewage as any man, would contend that such 
an expectation is reasonable, It is not maintained that the 
part, and that the refuse part, is as valuable as the whole. 
Sewage is but the unconsumed part of the thousands of oxen, 
sheep, and other animals, and the millions of tons of vegetable 
products, which are converted into men, women, and children. 
In this conversion into living flesh and blood we have already 
drawn the greater part of our profit. But as in a well-ordered 
household economy we seek to find some use even for that 
which we cannot ourselves consume, so in the great organiza- 
tion of a community we should endeavour to waste as little as 
possible, It is estimated that the projected sewerage works 
will cost five millions. Is it beneath our consideration to re- 
cover any portion of that sum—say enough annually to pay 
the salary of an engineer? Are those huge main drains te give 
us nothing in return? It is urged that the vastness of London 
renders all comparison with smaller towns inapplicable,—that 
what is feasible enough at Rugby, cannot be done here. 
You may dispose of the sewage of ten. thousand persons with 


pressing upon us, and demanding at the peril of our lives to be 
got rid of. Well, it is, perhaps, worth while to reflect that 
even under our present system, fever, the great sewage-dis. 
ease, is less destructive in London than in many country dis- 
tricts, It is a fact which medical officers of health have 
observed in detail, and which, therefore, comprehensive sta- 
tisticians cannot disprove, that immense steps towards the 
abolition of fever have been made during the last three years 
by a vigorous extension of the actual system of washing away 
quam citd our excreta by hundreds of outlets into the Thames. 
In the summer, it is true, this process becomes an offensive, a 
disgusting, an intolerable nuisance. But we get rid of fever, 
by getting rid of that which causes fever. The health of London 
improves. Will it go on improving under the main-drainage nos- 
trum, as it now does? What shall we gain by accumulating, by 
concentrating, all our sewage in sluggish streams; or, to use a 
favourite Board of Health term, in elongated cesspools? Is it 
so much better, so much more safe, to collect, undiluted, our 
sewage into roain drains, to give back, up through the smaller 
drains, by guileys, ventilating holes, and house-drains, the 
results of gaseous decomposition? Where is the mighty im- 
provement? If the object be simply and purely the sanitary 
one—to get rid of the sewage—what need is there to spend 
five millions of money to do in another, perhaps less effec- 
tual way, that which is done already? The real aims to be 
kept in view should be the abatement of the nuisance of the 
Thames, and the utilization of as much of the sewage as pos- 
sible. The measure now in progress makes no attempt at the 
latter object; and it is doubtful whether the Thames will be 
much the better. The fundamental error of the main-drainage 
system is concentration of sewage. Its projectors seem in- 
capable of comprehending the principle of minimizing a diffi- 
eulty by subdivision. If London is a huge unit under the 
Metropolis Local Management Act, it is not the less made up 
of parts. These parts may be regarded and dealt with as 
smaller towns. The only approach to a recognition of this 
principle consists in the separation of the sewage of a portion 
of the western district. But it may surely be carried further. 
In many parts of the system, that cheapest and most unfailing 
engineering power, gravitation, is utterly thrown away. The 
natural advantages of particular localities are disregarded. High 
districts and low districts, rural districts and town districts, 
are obstinately treated alike. The sewage of all must be made 
to converge into those pet main drains, the capacity and work- 
ing powers of which are to be boundless and never out of order. 
Why should not the sewage of the northern districts be turned 
into the fields in the vicinity? We may infer that no survey 
has been made with a view to avail ourselves of the natural 
facilities afforded by the levels and proximity to meadow-lands 
capable of absorbing liquid manure. There are, certainly, 
parts of the suburban districts where, by simple arrangementa, 
and at moderate cost, the sewage might be readily and bene- 
ficially diverted from the great main-drainage system. Surely 
it is not wise to throw everything on the back of that system. 
It is, at best, an expariment. If every house in this vast and 
growing metropolis is to depend upon the perfect construction 
and perfect and never-failing action of the main drains, we 
are running a very unnecessary risk. It seems more in accord- 
ance with common sense, although it might detract somewhat 
from the grandeur of those physical difficulties which it is the 


glory of engineering science to overcome, to study every prac- 
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ticable means of diminishing the pressure upon those main 
drains. Divert but the sewage of ten thousand houses, you 
lessen, pro tanfo, the task which the main drains have to per- 
form, Pursue this subdivision to the utmost, and it is certain 
that you will bring the difficulty within more manageable 
limits, More than this, the whole town—its two and a half 
millions of inhabitants—will not all be dependent upon the 
happy performance of our engineering scheme, And, in case 
of interruption, it is a far more simple affair to remedy a small 
system than a large one, 

There is yet another consideration which we will now press, 
passing over many others. The concentration of the sewage in 
drains ali converging into large trunks, which, from their slight 
inclination,—not exceeding two feet per mile,—can have but a 
sluggish current throughout a course averaging eight miles, is 
fatal to all hope of turning the sewage to agricultural account. 
Flowing through this lengthened course, decomposition, which 
takes place first at the expense of the most valuable ingredients, 
will have so deteriorated its fertilizing pruperties, that it will 
be folly to attempt to make use of it when it has reached the 
reservoirs, There is nothing for it, then, but to discharge it 
into the river, and that as quickly as possible, for floods upon 
floods of the spoiled manure are constantly gathering behind. 
If town-manure is to be made profitable, it must be collected 
within a reasonable time after its escape from the house-drains, 
and applied without delay to the land it is wished to benefit. 
This object is perfectly attainable on the principle of sub- 
dividing the town into sewerage districts; it is incompatible 
with that fatal error and huge experiment of concentration 
which is now being carried out, 

We feel convinced that some considerable modification of the 
Main-Drainage System must be made, probably even before 
the works are completed. We, therefore, feel it useful to urge 
these considerations, which may, perhaps, prove serviceable in 
accelerating those modifications, and in averting serious loss of 
property, and risk to the public health, 


Iv is not improbable that some of our numerous readers may 
have smiled, like ourselves, over one of the more choicely 
executed stereoscopic slides known by the title of “A 
Little Difference of Opinion.” ‘they will recollect that the 
picture represents an union of long-cherished hopes and love 
broken by a discordancy and want of trust which would 
seem for ever irremediable, The homeopathic delusion, or 
‘* globalism,” has, it seems, at length arrived ata like predi- 
cament. It has now become a house divided against itself: as 
the ballad says, ‘‘the last links are broken.” For the advantage 
of those who possess the fashionable optical instrument, we 
will pass our slide before them, which represents an episode 
in the history of homeopathy, and which may also be called 
‘*a little difference of opinion.” Upon the authority of the 
Blackburn Standard, we \earn that the person chosen for the 
delivery of the annual sermon in aid of the funds of the 
Infirmary was a clergyman “‘ whose well-known medical creed 
is homeopathy.” This inconsistency naturally called forth 
animadversion from friends of the institution, one of whom, in 
a letter to the editor of the newspaper in question, lulls the 
crowing of the Blackburn globulists by hinting to them that 
notwithstanding the vicar has been asked to preach for the 
infirmary, they must never hope to practise in it—a miserable, 


if not an insane delusion which it seems they have been feeding 
upon, 

** Most reasonably, no homeeopathic pretender to medicine 
will ever be permitted to act in charge of any inmate of the 
Blackburn Infirmary, ...... The enlightened mind, moreover, in 
the untrammeled exercise of its choice and discretion, shuns 
the dangerous uncertainties of the heterodox school, and, by 
reposing its confidence in the bosom of orthodox medicine, 
trusts for the security of the medical weal of the community at 
the hands of legitimate practitioners.” 

This official assurance of a ‘‘ Parishioner” renders the Lanca- 
shire globulists almost furious. One of them, a Mr. ALFRED 
C. Pors, declares war accordingly, and writes a long letter to 
the Blackburn Standard, in which, amongst other philosophic 
reflections, we are treated to Mr. Pors’s views of the present 
state and prospects of homeopathy. Some of these—consti- 
tuting the first variation in ‘a little difference of opinion”—we 
must place before the reader. We have the comforting assur- 
ance of Mr. Pore that the day is fast approaching when “‘a 
‘** homeopathic practitioner will, in any election of physician 
«or surgeon, be preferred to one of the old school.” That this 
day certainly will come is so clear to Mr. Pops, that he would 
regard himself with much contempt for having the slightest 
doubt of it ; as he pointedly observes, ‘‘ the rapidly increasing 
‘* confidence in this town and throughout the country is more 
** than sufficient to prevent my having any.” This, of course, 
consoles Mr. Pore’s feelings; but he has intellectual aspirations 
to be fed as well. He appeases them, as he tells us, by the 
consideration that “‘clamour similar in all points to that once 
“raised by the profession against vaccination is now attempt-_ 
“ing to stem the rapidly advancing tide of homeopathy; and — 
‘*the same general recognition of its merits is awaiting it that 
** has long since been accorded to the discovery of the immortal 
Jenner.” Risum teneatis! for Mr. Pore seems a susceptible 
man. ‘I'he Blackburn globulist next informs us that his delu- 
sion is based on principles the development of which in prac-_ 
tice ensures the greatest amount of unanimity in prescribing, — 
and that, when put to the test in the sick chamber, it is most 
successful in removing disease! Paragraphs of more such de-— 
lectable rubbish follow with facility from Mr. Porr’s pen: like 
** Jack and Jill,” ‘they all come tumbling after.” Their 
stupidity was almost too much for us; we were nearly giving 
way, when we were resuscitated from our state of coma vigil 
by jolting against the following piece of ‘* bunkum:”—*‘ The ad- 
“*herents of homeopathy without the pale of the profession 
‘*are constantly increasing, and, what is more to the purpose, 
‘*are being recruited from the most intelligent and most influ- 
‘ential members of the community”—friends, of course, of . 
Mr. Pore. 

It is very clear that this gentleman, whatever may be his 
enthusiasm for his delusion, knows very little of its actual 
state. If he were a less violent partisan, and a more sincere 
inquirer after trath, he would discover that there is war in his 
own camp. The enemy that will slay homeopathy will spring 
without. The apple has the worm at its core. Reason and 
observation are beginning to be respected, and minds that 
once refused allegiance to them are being forced to acknowledge 
that homeopathy is as -villanously false in theory as it is un- 
mitigatedly injurious in practice. The progress of knowledge 
and dear-bought experience have made these facts so apparent 
ee of globulism to dis- 
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card it altogether; to oblige their temporally less reasonable 
brethren to confine its juggleries within narrowed limits ; and to 
compel those less honest to a surreptitious resort to scientific 
medicine in order to prop up its rapidly-falling status. Mr. 
Pore appears to think differently from this; but what we 
are now going to state will show him that upon the pro- 
spects of globulism there really is “a little difference of 
” 


Thus: in the August number of the American Homeopathic 
Review, Dr. Constantive Herrine (said to be the leading 
globalist of Philadelphia), one of the most noted of Mr. Pors’s 
sect in America, voluntarily acknowledges to the “ rapid 
going down which has become apparent of late years;” aud, 
moreover, confesses to the evils entailed upon humanity by the 
adherents of the delusion, and this, too, notwithstanding their 
reputed increase in numbers, and the expansion of their so- 
called materia medica. 

With regard to the results of homceopathic treatment, Dr. 
HERRING observes :— 


‘* We take as granted and admitted by the majority of the 
leading men, as an uniform observation made in Germany, as 
well as in France and England, and here long ago, that in 
general the success of homeopathists in our day is inferior 
to that of the earlier homeopathic practitioners.” 

‘Upon this gentleman’s authority, we may also remark, that 
the introduction of Drs. Dryspa.e and ATKuNs to the “ British 
Homeceopathic Repertory,” contains the commendable concession 
that, on the one hand, their “ success is inferior to that of the 
earlier homeopathic practitioners;” and, on the other hand, 
that ‘it must be admitted that our practical gain has not 
‘been equal to the extension of the materia medica” With 
this statement the Philadelphian globulist accords, and adds, 
in commendation of Drs. DryspaLz and ArxkiNs’s avowal, that 
“such a candid, upright, and noble acknowledgment deserves 
the greatest praise.” 

Finally, we offer for Mr. Pors’s consideration the following 
confession of “‘ a leading hommopath” :— 

“We all know that the numbers in our homeopathic ranks 
are not lessening; but it is the general observation, that the 
number is, year after year, inereasing, who, instead of deriving 
‘benefit from homeopathy, are made incurable by so-called 
i thi siti 

We trust that the more sensible governors of the Blackburn 
Infirmary will continue to regard as the basest contamination 
the slightest possible connexion of any globulist with their 
charitable body. 


Somx of our Scottish brethren are extremely irate at being 
required by the Act for the Registration of Births and Deaths 
in Scotland to furnish certifieates, without payment, of the 
causes of death of the patients whom they have attended. 
They consider this to be a great hardship and injustice, and 
they state that in the more remote districts of the country 
great difficulties have Lad to be encountered in communicating 
these certificates to the respective registrars. It cannot have 
been intended that medical practitioners, without fee ot re- 
‘ward, should be compelled to supply histories of the last ill- 
nesses of their patients to any central authority, or indeed any 
Certificates at all, unless 


were in attendance up to the 


time of the death, and could conscientiously and satisfactorily 
certify as to its proximate cause. — 

The London Medical Registration Association, in the Report 
of the Committee at their late annual meeting, have avowed 
that one of the objects which they desire to see attained is, 
that ‘im no case should a death be registered, unless on the 
certificate of a duly-qualified medical practitioner.” If this 
provision could be embodied in an Act of Parliament, it would 
be productive of much benefit to the public and the profession. 
Whether it would be found possible effectually to work such a 
provision in practice, is another question. But with or without 
any such stringent clause, if it should be rendered compulsory 
that certificates of death must in all cases be farnished to the 
registrars by medical practitioners who have been in actual 
attendance to the time of the decease, it would be but fair that 
a clause should provide that such practitioners should receive a 
small fee for furnishing the certificates. Such an enactment 
would very properly find a place in any legislative measure 
purposing to improve the system of registration as at present 
conducted. It would evidently be consonant with the wishes 
of the profession north of the Tweed, and doubtless equally 
acceptable south of that boundary ; and it is not likely to meet 
with opposition on the part of the Registrar-General, who 
might thereby reasonably expect to get the details of regis- 
tration supplied to his office with more correctness. While 
we concur in the view that it onght to be required through- 
out the United Kingdom that medical certificates, when pro- 
curable, should be duly furnished, we are also quite of the 
opinion of our northern contemporaries, that the labourers in 
all such cases would be worthy of their hire. 


Madi I ai 


FOOD FOR THE POOR. 


been developed in diseased and putrid meat, to which life has 
fallen sacrifice. An admirable 4 propos, illustrative of the un- 
scrupulous dealings of the cattle dealers, is related in a local 


| | 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
“Ne quid nimis,” 
Bh Tue Kingsland case of poisoning by sausages is likely to 
oe recall attention to the class of traders who deal in disease, and 
“a make a profit out of deleterious.and adulterated products. 
Honesty is the last consideration, Mévor dpyupor ovew. These 
‘i sausages were made from ‘‘ back fat from pork,” purchased in 
ee Newgate market. Their effects upon some thirty or forty per- 
f | sons were such as an irritant or animal poison might produce. 
Hl At the inquest held on the body of William Eaton, who died 
ae after eating them, with vomiting and dysentery, Dr. Letheby 
iF testified to the putrid state of the meat, but found nothing 
off more deleterious. This will probably, therefore, be added to 
in | | aE the number of those instances in which animal poisons have 
| “ About a fortnight ago, a farmer in our fens,” says the 
Stamford Mercury, ** ha cooked his mangolds and potatoes 
| for bis pigs in a furnace.in which he had just before dreased his 
j seed-wheat with mercury, the poor animals soon exhibited un- 
| mistakable symptoms of having been poisoned ; whereupon 
this conscientious farmer at once cat their throats, dressed 
them and sent them off to London, where they were sold for 
: about a shilling a stone.” 
| &§ It were so extremely foreed a sequence to trace salivation toa 
&§ sausage, that the infamous cupidity of this man may have led 
a | to disasters unrevealed. Surely such conduct should not pass 
it 
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MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS, 


GALVANISM IN CHOLERA. 

Aliud vinum, aliud ebrietas: there is use and abuse. It is 
well to search, that we may find; and to make trial of things 
new, that each day may have its line. But the preposterous 
devices of some neoteric physicians make science ridiculous, 
and the medical art a joke, We heard lately of the marvellous 
power of galvanism to dispel the pangs of cholera; and on the 
strength of a paragraph in a French provincial journal—these 
marvels always come from France—-the local application of 
galvanism was announced everywhere as a cure for cholera. 
It is not more a cure for cholera than for the toothache. There 
is something mysterious and indetinable in the powers of gal- 
vanism which gives to it an irresistible attraction for the 


million, 

Another French physician has pushed the notion of treating 
cholera by galvanism to its furthest pitch of ity. 
not satisfied with the application of the poles to the walls of 
the stomach: the patient is to swallow a certain quantity of 
granules of zine, tin, iron, &c., of the size of a cherry-stone ; 
their izgestion into the intestinal tube would then lead to the 
formation, with the intestine, of a voltaic pile, which would 
generate an electric current, calculated to stimulate the sys- 
tem, and restore vital sensibility to its previously atonic tissue. 
Dr. Gouyon goes yet further, and would have his cholera 
patients swallow whole chaplets of these metallic cherry- 
stones, When Abernethy recommended the lady who feared 
she had swallowed a mouse to swallow a cat, he was logical ; 
but to swallow a galvanic battery is beyond the limits of rea- 
son. According to the Dutch proverb, a new physician must 
have a new churchyard. The practitioner who should adminis- 
ter these chapJets would need a full acre of consecrated ground. 
Plus a medico quam a morbo periculi. 


VACCINATION. 


Aw excellent clergyman at Oxford is very indignant at the 
conduct of the medical practitioners in that locality who neglect 


considerations of fatigue and inconvenience as to undertake 
and for which the public funds should be employed to remu- 


measure. 
FOISONED BY MISTAKE. 

‘Some men we distrust beeause we do not know them, 
and others because we do know them. So there are some 
events which we chronicle because they are rare, and others 
because they are of but too frequent occurrence. Cases of 
poisoning by raw druggist-lads unfortunately rank in the 
second entegory. And if we select one out of three cases of 


He is | i 


That the child 
called essential oil 


Cookson, the druggist, was highly blameable for permitting an 
inexperienced very ignorant youth to sell the poisonous 
drug whisk causol the death of the of 


a 
in the verdict above » 

We are. of the same mind as the minority, A man who 
deals in life and death should be legally responsible for the 
blunders of his raw apprentice. If against all laws of safety 
should be held accountable for the fatal blundering which ie 
a natural consequence. We do not need a Buckle to tell us 


- | tained from him that the large quantity of bones he exports is 


MEDICAL PROPERTIES OF THE TOMATO. 


Ture may, perhaps, be some foundation for an assertion 
which has been lately several times repeated, that the tomato 
is an efficient ‘‘deobstruent,” whatever that may be, and will be 
a good substitute for calomel by reason of its gentle action on 
the liver. Itissaid to be an useful and harmless remedial agent 
in biliary obstruction, and is described as ‘‘ almost a sovereign 
remedy for dyspepsia and indigestion,”"—obviously an exag- 
geration, perhaps a misstatement. It has been tested in cases: 
many thousand remedies, 


[Decumerr 3, 1859, 
Wednesday week, at Bradford, on the body of Samuel Edmon- 
son, aged nine months, whose death was caused by the admi- 
nistration of oil of bitter almonds, supplied to his parents by 
a druggist’s boy, in mistake for oil of sweet almonds, They 
sought a sweetmeat, and the boy tendered to them the glucu- 
pikron—the bitter sweet of death. After a lengthened inves- 
| tigation, the jury came to the following verdict -— ; 
died from the effects of a deadly poison, 
| parents for the oil of sweet almonds, and administered by ; 
| them to him with a good intent: and the jury consider Mr. 
| that an ignorant bumpkin, turned loose amongst a number of 
| pats containing gubv. Tene. and pubv. shel. Dom, 
| and ol. amygdal. dulce. and ol. amygdal. amar., will, once in a 
given number of times, mistake the Turkey opium for the 
| Turkey rhubarb, and the bitter almonds for the sweet almonds. 
Each time he slays his man. [gnorance is his buckler; but the 
skilled man, whose agent he is, should render satisfaction for 
| the crime. 
BONES FROM RUSSIA. ; 
; Tx importation of bones from Sebastopol has suggested 
as painful doubts, which will not be set at rest except by the 
most satisfactory explanations. It must be stated, however, 
; : Saat 7 tural interest for upwards of forty years. Piles of bones may 
| be seen in Scotland, intended to enrich its fields, and imported 
plete system by which we ought to oppose the now extending | from Russia. There exists at St. Petersburg « merchant, named 
epidemic of small-pox. But we cannot profess any earnest in- | Stepanoff, who has dealt in these bones all his life, and exports 
dignation against these gentlemen for refusing to perform what annually to foreign countries upwards of 70,000 puds. A 
is, no doubt, a public duty, but should not, therefore, neces- recent traveller describes an interview which he had with M, 
sarily be unpaid, The phiianthropy of the profession is habigass epanoff on a visit to Russia a few years since He ascer- ; 
tually tried by sufficiently rude shocks, and we cannot . : 
blame those who do not fee! their patriotic zeal rise so far above | Collected on the banks of the Volga, commencing at Kazan ; 
that he purchases them on the spot at the rate of three eop. 
| silver a pud, forwards them to St. Petersburg, and sells them 
: to the English at fifty cop. a pud. Before arriving at St, 
| nerate them. This is one difficulty in carrying out a complete | Petersburg, these bones pass through provinces, the soil of 
| system of vaccination. Another obstacle has been created by | Which is very poor, and requires much manure. Nobody, how- 
the repeal of that section of the Publie Health Act of 1858 which | ever, thinks of buying them, and they are allowed to be 
| empowered vestries to appoint a public prosecutor to take pro- | Shipped beyond the seas to fertilize the soil of Scotland. The 
| ceedings for penalties under the Vaccination Act, and to defray | °t!y suspicious circumstance concerning these bones is, that no 
| the cost of such proceedings out of the poor rate of the parish. | S¢™geon or naturalist appears to have been called in to inspect 
The nec ssary consequence is that the provisions of the Com. | them. We have all sorts of arguments why they cannot be 
exe human bones, but no appeal to that medical science which, 
| will it be possible to carry them out efficiently until Par- | With al! its imperfections, could settle the dispute in » moment. 
lament is induced to re-enact that or a similarly stringent 
| 
| 
sccidental poisoning which have oocurred during the last few | 
* days, it is because the circumstances point well the moral a 
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MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS.—SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION, 


[D. cearper 3, 155%. 


There is little or no positive evidence in its favour ; but enough 
of positive assertion and probable virtue to make it worth the 
attention of experimental pharmacologists. It may be used not 
only as an article of materia medica, but has the advantage of 
being an agreeable item in the materia alimentaria. 


A curious blot in the criminal law, to which we pointed 
attention some months since, has again been hit by a country 
coachman. This man, Thomas Spowage, has, for some reason 
not explained, indulged in the amiable eccentrivity of wil- 
fully administering large and injurious doses of cantharides, 
a vegetable irritant poison, to a number of the inmates of 
Staffynwood Hall, near Chesterfield. Symptoms of irritant 
poisoning followed: vomiting, gastrodynia, dysentery, and so 
forth. Surely these are palpable inconveniences, not to say 
injuries. The legislative body may have their own notions on 
the subject, but most persons would as lieve be struck or cut, 
a8 beguiled into taking poison, although its effects should stop 
short of death. In the case of Heppenstall, on which we lately 
commented, a large dose of croton oil was administered, from 
motives of revenge, and a long and severe illness resulted, in- 
flicting permanent injury. Nevertheless, the law provided no 
penalty in either case. If a man be tapped on the shoulder, 


he has his remedy by action for assault; if he be stabbed, By | °4 


trial for cutting and wounding, with or without deadly intent : 
but his stomach may be ruined for ever; he may be consigned 
to the perpetual pains of dyspepsia or gastrodynia; his mucous 
membrane may be flayed, and all his internal organs chemi- 
cally and physiologically outraged, and the law will not step 
in te avenge or to relieve his wrongs. In the present state of 
criminal justice, the most cruel and subtle injuries may be 
inflicted with impunity. The cowardly ruffian who throws 
vitriol into the face of his enemy is justly open to severe pun- 
ishment; but the very same substance may be administered 
internally, and inflict horribly ecathing torture, but, so that it 
does not kill, the crime is not one ot which the judges can take 
cognizance, It is an inconceivable and dangerous anomaly: 
no time should be lost in introducing an Act to remedy this 
defect in the criminal law. 


SPECIAL CONVEYANCE FOR SMALL-POX PATIENTS. 


We have often regretted and reprehended the prevalent 
ice of employing street cabs for the taking to London 
hospitals of persons infected with small-pox, fever, and similar 
diseases. We learn with pleasure that at a recent meeting the 
Rev, Dr. Carlisle, of Woolwich, called the attention of the 
to the injustice and possible injuries incidental to this 
custom. He proposed that the guardians should have a con- 
veyance of their own—a practice which is now, we believe, 
pretty generally adopted in the metropolitan parishes. The 
motion was unanimously carried, and henceforth the guardians 
of this large Union will have one for their own use. Were 
this good example universally followed, it might be well to 
forbid the use of common cabs for the conveyance of persons 
suffering from contagious disease, under a penalty to be levied 
upon the hirer, and upon the driver when knowledge could be 
proved on his part, 


Mr. Jacos following reso- 
ution was passed by the College of Physicians of on on 
the 2Ist ultimo:—** That the President of the College be re- 
quested to address to the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society 
a letter expressive of the high sense which this College enter- 
tains of the character of the late Jacob Bell, and of their cordial 

val of the proposed scheme to promote the advancement 
tical science by establishing a scholarship, to be 
maceutical 


Correspondence, 
“Audi alteram partem,” 


SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION, 
(LETTER FROM MR. NOURSE. ) 
To the Editor of Tne Lancer, 


Sim,—All parties agree that a revision of our vaccination, 
either as to the practice of it, or the organization regulating it, 
or both, is imperatively required. All, likewise, must admit 
that there is something wrong. No improvement can be 
arrived at without a full discussion of the subject; and it is, 
therefore, with great satisfaction that I have noted one or two 
editorial articles having reference to this question in THE 
Lancer a short time since, and in your number of the 26th 
ult., two letters from correspondents. 

The letter signed **A Parochial Public Vaccinator” only 
proves, what we already know, that many of the public vac- 
cinators conduct their business in a conscientious and efficient 
manner. But, according all honour and credit to those who do 
so, it must be acknowledged that there are very many more 
who do not, and very often cannot. The fact must ad- 
mitted, and ought not to give rise to any acrimonious discus- 
sion. Some better organization should be more 
ual division of the work, and better pay for the same. This, 
and such other improvements in vaccination as we may origi- 
nate in full and fair discussion amongst ourselves, will obviate 
all necessity for “* Government inspection.” 

Dr. Gore’s letter contains some su; ions well worthy of 
consideration. One is, to ‘‘extend the time of vaccination 
from three months to five.” With regard to this, I can only 
say that fully half the children vaccinated by me for some 
time past have been over three months old, and that the 
parents generally prefer their children vaccinated at about four 
months. Most likely, other practitioners’ experience is the 
same. So that, if Dr. Gore’s alteration were made, one cause 
of the unpopularity of vaccination would be removed. 

Another of his i is also valuable — namely, to 
“have the virus taken frequently from its natural source.” 
Vaccination from the cow would be a most important means 
both of restoring confidence in the — of insuring its 
effi and safety. Our nt su is taken from exactly 
source—the Whether, with Dr, Gore, we 
obtain vaccine virus from the cow, or whether by some organi- 
zation (I care very little what) we can ensure a constant supply 
of good recent lymph, taken from healthy children living in 
the pure air of the country, one thing is certain, that the 
country, not the town, is the source from which a sup- 
ply of vaccine should be offered to the public. 

This I endeavoured to point out in THe Lancer of Oct, 29th 
(page 447); insisting, also, on the necessity of affording means 
for every student to be specially instructed in the selection of 
a proper subject and vesicle to vaccinate from, the different 
modes of operating, and due inspec ‘on of the results. 

am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Old Steine, Brighton, Dee.1850.  W. E. C. Nourss, F.R.C.S. 


THE CASE OF MR. HALLOWS, AND PROPOSAL 
TO DEFRAY HIS COSTS. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sm,—aAs one of your oldest subscribers to Tor Lancet, I 
ask permission to use its pages for the advocacy of the cause of 
an injured and persecuted medical brother, who has, by the 
tortuosity and perversion of the 21st and 22nd Vict., cap, 90, 
been made the victim of that law which was designed to protect 
him. I refer to the case of Mr. John Sharpers Hallows, of 
Liverpool, who was recently, though illegally, convicted for 
using the word, and exercising the functions of, a ‘* surgeon,” 
he being a licentiate of the Hall only. Now, Sir, common 
sense, common justice, and common hy were never more 
outraged than in this persecution, by which the Act has 
been made, or attempted to be made, perfectly antago- 
nistic to itself The 15th section provides, “that e 


pharmaceu' 
named after the distinguished founder, of the Phar 
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very 
person now or hereafter becoming possessed of any one or 
Of the ‘qualifications described Schedule A’ to this Act 


| 
| 
| 
— | 
it 
4 
| 
| 
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Tue Laxcet,] HEAT OF STOKE-HOLES.—THE EVILS OF LITTLE HOSPITALS. [Decemarr 3, 1859, 
annexed shall be entitled to regi ion under the said Act.” | sailors; and what does occur in such cases is that a man is 
Amongst the qualifications in Schedule A is that of ‘‘ Licentiate and then we may be sure 


of Apothecaries’ Hall,” and for this qualification Mr. Hallows 
was weeny ere He was therefore, according to the letter 


It is a contradiction in terms, a monstrous absurdity, contrary 
to all reason and all logic, and I am confident that had he 
moved the Court of Queen’s Bench for a writ of certiorari, to 
bring the conviction into that Court, it would have been 


HEAT OF STOKE-HOLES. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—An article appeared in Tue Lancer of Nov. 19th, 
relative to the excessive heat in stoke-holes. Now this is a 
matter with which I am well acquainted, having had extensive 
experience in it. In one sense, it is to be lamented that the 
scientific literature of the present day increases to so great and 
overpowering an extent, because it causes that which is now 
deemed old to be neglected, and thus enables the dishonest to 
palm off the old for the new; while, on the other hand, it 
allows a great deal of what is really valuable to fall into ob- 
livion. I have not the ‘‘ Philosophical Transactions” under 
my hand, but I may refer to a paper therein, which may be 
easily f » where there is a narrative of some experiments 
instituted by Dr. Birkbeck, and I think Sir Joseph Banks and 
others, to determine the amount of heat which can be conve- 
niently borne by the human frame, The temperature was 

ing 130° is so much 
plained of by vertisers umanity-mongers, an 
tended to show the admirable provision aa by nature to 
maintain an uniform temperature in the body by mean: of 
iration and consequent evaporation from surface, 
“i me now, Sir, to give you the result of my experience, 
i i nearly seven years. ty we 
steamers, the stoke-hole is situated at the bottom of ship ; 


re are always on watch two engineers (officers) on the 
‘orm, and a certain number of men : these latter consist of 


The temperature of the stoke-hole, within the tropics, is from 
120° to 130° Fahr.; but be it specially remarked, the air is per- 
fectly dry, so that the perspiration ev tes with the 

facility. The men, moreover, are clothed in flann The 
temperature increases as we ascend, as might be expected, for 
the windsails conduct the cooler and moister air into the stoke- 
hole. On board these ships there areas many seamen as there 
are firemen and trimmers, but there is more sickness amon 
the seamen than among the others ; and it is most prevalent 
all with the waiters and other servauts. Those in the stoke- 
hole are not more frequently taken ill on watch than are the 


brought up complaining of cramps, 
he has been drinking copious draughts of cold water without 
having oatmeal infused in it, with which, however, he is amply 
supplied, and which effectually preserves him from these 
cramps. I should have mentioned that the furnaces are fur- 
nished with double doors, having a current of air between 
them ; and I may add that often as I have tested the 
temperature of men coming out of the stoke-hole, I have never 
found it to exceed what is natural—namely, 98° Fahr. As far 
as the Royal Mail Steam Packet Service is concerned, I am 
bound to say that, at whatever cost, nothing is omitted that 
pa (org to the well-being and comfort of all on board ; 
that my suggestions have always been listened to, and 
there is no doubt on my mind that were the apparatus really 
necessary it would be had. The Government iS well to wait 
and see if the Royal Mail Service adopt an alleged improve- 
ment, for the public is notoriously the worst served, and but 
too frequently made the victim of jobs, 

Allow me to add that the Odin does not belong to the 
Royal Mail Service, properly so called, where no such circum- 
stance as that allu to could by any possibility have 
happened. 


Lam, Sir, yours faithfully, 
London, Nov. 1859, Viator. 


CYSTIC DISEASE OF THE LIVER IN A FQ@TUS. 
To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Smm,—I attended Mrs. B——, aged twenty-seven, in her 
fourth accouchement on the 2Ist October. She previously had 
pains of a very severe character for three weeks. On making my 
first examination, I detected a vertex presentation. As the os 
was fully dilated, [ruptured the membranes, when a very large 
quantity of liquor amnii escaped. The head proceeded slowly 
to the os externum, which it passed with some difficulty; the 
shoulders were very slowly expelled. At this stage I was some- 
what surprised that the abdomen did not follow so quickly as 
usual, I examined for the cause of the delay, and found a large 
tumour occupying the abdomen of the foetus. During its pas- 
sage it distended the perineum much more than the head, and 
required my serious attention for a few moments, but eventually 
passed without rupture. The child expelled, my first object 
was to obtain a view of the abnormal growth. I thought it 
was a placenta implanted on the abdomen, it having very much 
the appearance of that body, the surface being covered with 
tortuous veins, and the umbilical cord inserted at its lower 
portion. I, however, found a placenta in utero. I divided the 
cord and made a careful examination, and found it to be a cyst 
containing fluid, of the size of two clenched fists, extending from 
the ensiform cartilage to a little belowthe umbilicus; a line Soawn 
from the ni to the anterior superior spinous process of ilium 
on either formed its laterally. The integu- 
ments and muscular structures of abdomen seemed to terminate 
by rounded edges at the circumference of the cyst, tou which they 
were adherent. ‘The child (a female) was remarkably well de- 
veloped, bat had cedema of face, neck, and scalp. She was born 
alive, but only’lived ten minutes. 1 consequently made an ex- 
amination of the body. I divided the cyst vertically, when up- 
wards of a pint of seram escaped. Its walls were very thick, of 
an azure tint. The liver was very large and congested, and the 
cyst was formed in the parenchyma of that organ; there was 
total absence of abdominal walls underneath it. Al] the other 
organs were healthy and normal. 

Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Willingham, Nov. 1859. J. C. B, M.D, 


THE EVILS OF LITTLE HOSPITALS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Srr,—Mnch attention has justly been attracted to the nume- 
rous infringements upon the emoluments of legitimate medical 
practice, and measures, more or less effectual, are, from time 
to. time, taken to mitigate the evil. We, notwithstanding 
fondly cherish an intramural thief which preys upon us merei- 
lessly. 

I believe it may be stated, without fear of contradiction, 
that the greatest enemy the general itioner, and more 
especially the Poor-law medical officer, has to contend with, is 
the third-class hospitals “"73 towns. These institutions 


call himself by what name he might, he was duly protected by | 
the 40th section, which makes it penal only for ‘‘ falsely pre- | 
tending” iy bry use or employment of any of the terms therein | 
set forth) he is a duly registered person. Mr. Hallows | 
was duly registered, and therefore it was utterly impossible for | q 
him to violate this section, because he could not so ‘‘ pretend.” q 
this, but, submitting to the expenses of the case, foiled his | 
perseeutor by becoming a member of the College of Surgeons. | : 
Mr. Hallows is an entire stranger to me; I never heard his | : 
name till brought before the public in this case; but I have | 
now evidence that he is a highly aapemehie and honourable | 
man, though not in a position to be oblivious of the expense to | 
which he has been put in defending himself in this prosecution. | 
I would therefore most earnestly solicit the sympathy of his 
medical brethren in the tangible form of subscriptions to the 
amount of about f/ty pounds, to cover his costs. I shall most 
cheerfully coutribute one guinea, and hope some kind brother, 
treasurership, to whom I will —— remit my subscription, 
such contributions to be published in ae Lascet, and the list | 
to be open for one month, = i 
I remain, Sir, yours very traly, 
Tifracombe, Devon, Nov. 25th, 1859. Joun JonEs. | 
4 
it is capacious and kept clean ; there is plenty of hatchway | 
: above through which the heated air ascends without opposition, | — 
and there is, consequently a return rush of fresh air, whether | | 
oy oe ample supply of windsails, or by the hatches themselves. | 
= 
classes, viz: firemen, whose duty it is to tend the farnaces, 
and coal-trimmers, who bring the coals to the stoke-hole, keep 
them properly trimmed, so as to preserve the trim of the shi 
and remove the ashes at the termination of each ak 


MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATIONS.—MEDICAL NEWS, [Decemprr 3, 1859, 
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weing up, mushroom-like, under the guise of philan’ ; 
but, in reality, for the special purpose of cunningly eff 
that which you have ever most p and strin; ly de- 
neunced— ional advertising. roof of this state- 
ment, the to obtain @ ent; read the 
advertisements in our local papers, of promises to be 


butions for these “‘ valuable charities;” local show their 
week! Goings, Getell special casts, and 10- 
their sxtitactory rogress; pulpits vaunt their i 
ly; and enthusiastic speakers (accurate j !) 
emblazon the professional skill of the staff, and the - 
men 


tanately for those living _— calling, all 
int is soon overcome. 

case is clutched at ily, and might, I believe, command a 

premium, All ents of a formidable character, and «ses 

requiring operative interference, unless the greatest vigilance 

be practised, are stolen 


What cases are fit recipients of hospital relief? Patients are 

rd. The poor have efficient medical relief provided 
; and for the greater number of favourite hospital cases 
ir remuneration, as extra fees, is allowed for their treatment. 

staff, w are not poached upon 

hospitals; and they will tell you too, sorrowfully, 
are annually robbed by this means, But this is not 
only are they robbed of their money, but, what is of 
moment, they are thus robbed of the means of mani- 
ir fessional skill—their merit is not allowed to 
itself. What think you has had the greatest influence 


e of crushing him by unfair means. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Gorleston, Suffolk, Dec. 1859, Cc. dD. 


MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATIONS. 


LEEDS MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATION. 

Art a large and influential meeting of the medical practi- 
tioners of Leeds and its district, held in the lecture-room of 
the Leeds School of Medicine, on Nov. 25th, C. G. Wuext- 
wovse, Esq., in the chair, it was finally determined that a 
Medical Registration Association should be formed under the 
above title, and the following resolutions were passed :— 

Moved by Mr. Serra, seconded by Mr. Putian, and car- 
ried unanimously,—‘‘ That with a view to secure the efficient 

ration of the new Medical Act, and to afford assistance to 
‘the Registrar in the execution of his important duties, it is, in 
the opinion of this meeting, expedient that a Medical Regis- 
tration Association be formed for Leeds and its neighbourhood ; 
that such an Association be now formed, and that it be entitled 
the ‘ Leeds Medical Registration Association. ’” 

Moved by Mr. GarRLicK, seconded by Mr. Ravcuirs, and 
carried,—‘‘ That after this ing, all persons wishing te join 
the Association be admitted by ballot, and that the votes, 
two-thirds of the members present at such meeting be required 
to obtain admission.” 

Moved by, Mr. Donson, seconded by Mr. Searrercoon, ‘and 
carried, —“'That the objects of this Assocition shall be to 


prevent 
novel f the may have obtained 
registration by fraudulent means; and to prosecute unqualified 
Moved Mr. Carter, seconded Mr. Gantick, and 
caved, Th this Association iate itself the 
‘ London Medical Registration i and avail 
itself of the offered by it of a ad 


new Act of 

sanction and approval.” 

Resolved,—** be em to provide 
the necessary books, and collect the ptions.” 

y be forwarded by the secretary to all persons to the 
former circulars have been sent.” 


Royat or Paystcrans.— At the Comitia 
Majora, held on Monday, the 2ist ult., 
Dantet Nostz, M.D., Manchester, 
was admitted a Fellow of the College. 


The following Members of the en wes also admitted to 
the Fellowship, at the Comitia Majora on the 25th ult. :— 
Bearrre, M.D., U Berkeley-street. 
Humeurey Sanpwits, MD. Hall. 
Henry Hunt, Brook-street. 
omMAS CAMMACK, i 
Deynts Emsieton, M.D., 
Joun Barciay, M.D., Leicester. 
Cuarces Joun Hare, M.D., Brook-street. 
Wituram Tyier Surrn, M.D., Upper Grosvenor-street. 
Epwarp Meryon, M.D., 
OBERT BARNES, ., Finsbury- 
Roserr Marts, M.D., St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
THackwett Frawets, M.D., North- 


Dayret. Josern 


-square. 


Hermann Weser, M.D., Fi -square. 
Epwarp Greenxnow, , Berkeley-street, 
Portman-square. 

Opie, M.B., Primee’s-place, Kennington-road. 
Joun Jackson, M.D., Hendon. 
Lionrt Suirn Beas, M.B., Grosvenor-street. 
Grorcr M-B., Oxford. 
Henri Guentav pr Mussy, M.D., Cavendish-place. 
Henry Mapveron, M.D., Army Medical Department. 
Jonn Birt Davirs, M.D., Birmingham. 

Tuomas Suarrer, M.D., Exeter. 
Sir James Lomax Barpsiey, M.D., Manchester. 
Cnartrs Rapcryrre Hawt, Torquay. 

 Avexanper Fiemine, M.D., Birmingham 


q i = 
| 
| 
4 
‘wea behaved on the part of applican gratetu 
when rendered and lamentation of the 
if tittsuccessful: what do they all attest and point to? oved by Mr. Dopson, secon r. Howares, car- 
i) Railway stations, hotel entrances, and most places of public | ried,—‘‘ That the subscription to the Association be 10s. 6d. 
ia resort, are bedecked with illuminated boxes, ing contri- | per annum, paid in advance.” . 
. ried,—‘*That a committee be fi for the working of the 
Hh, Association, and that the following gentlemen be requested to 
ae ice-Presidents: Mr. 8. Smith, Mr. J. P. Garlick. — 
[: Let us trace the important reaction all this induces. A case | surer: Mr. W. N. Price. —Secretary: Mr. J. 8. Loe. —Mesers. 
att really worth attending no sooner occurs, than the question at | W. Clayton, T. Dobson, W. Hall, F. Holmes, H. W. Price, 
a once arises—How is it to be got into the hospital Unfor- | T. 1 wn J. Seaton, T. Pridgin Tealo, jun., and C. G. 
Wheelhouse. 
Moved by Mr. and seconded by Mr. W. N. 
+ To secure a correct list of legally-qualified practitioners of 
ee the district; to obtain a correct list of those persons who are 
He qualification ; to the means most likely to be 
| judicious management; and thus a very important item of pro- | and in preventing a recarrence of the same; to call smo | 
hl fessional revenue is, both directly and indirectly, infringed | meeting to submit their upon these points, and on 
nm. 
| 
Hedvical Betws. 
| : The evil is to be met by private practitioners, and especially 
“is and retaining, for their own emolument and credit, cases 
fh ies This would develop the capabilities of union appointments, 
" i and place union surgeons in their true position. 
Joux Russec. Reywoups, M.D., Grosvenor-street. 
Joun M.D., Exeter. 
Marcer, M.D., Belgrave-square. 
Cuartes Murcutsox, M.D., Wimpole-street. 
lp | 
if 
if 
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Samus. M.D., Guernsey. 

James Ricnarp Wutre Voss, M.D., Liverpool. 

James Ormiston MacWriuiam, C.B., M.D,, Trinity- 
square, Tower-hill. 

Joun Taurnam, M.D., Devizes. 

Ricuarp Tonson Evanson, M.D., Torquay. 

Dawei M.D., Royal Hospital, Chels 

Diexixson, M.D., Li 

Josepa Francis M.D., Paris. 


Rovyat or Surczons.—The following Members 
of the , having undergone the necessary examination, 
were admitted Fellows at a meeting of the Council on the 24th 


Asprew, Epwyn, University College Hospital; diploma 
of membership dated Nov. 30th, sss. 
Crort, Jonn, Dreadnought Hospital Ship; Oct. 6th, 1854. 
L, Stapleton, near Bristol ; 
July 26th, 1858. 
Marriorr, Cuartes Hayes, Kibwo th, Leicestershire; 
April 1000, Bry 
‘AInTER, Ricuarp Bupp, Brydges-street, Covent-garden ; 
April 9th, 1847. 
At a meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 26th ultimo, 
the following gentlemen were reported to have passed their 


of the College :—Cosby William Morgan, Charles 
Evers, William Alban Atwood, Henry Frederick Nathan, 
Theodore Morgan, and James Cheese, of St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital. — Cuthbert ae Hughes Johnson, Robert 
Harman Smith, Christopher Gayleard, and John Lynes King, 
Guy's Hospital. — Thomas Hiron Bartlect, Thomas Finch, 
James Harmar Somerville, and George Edwin Hyde, Bir- 
mingham,—Alban Nesbitt Fox, Gorrequer Griffith, William 
Henry O’Toole, and John Richard Thomas, Dublin, ee 
Mawley, John Nicholas Miller, and Albert Warren Leachman, 
University College.— Alfred Monckton, and Simon Mackertich, 
King’s College. —W illiam Bale, and James Johnson, Manchester. 
—Samuel Foulds, and Joseph Neesom, Leeds.—Henry Stone 
Hatcheon, and William Smith, Aberdeen. —John Gedney, Hull. 
—John Samson Levis, Cork.—Robert Edward Heath, Belfast. — 
Daniel Kearney, Madras.—Charles Henry Bennett, St. George's 
Hospital.—Edward Buller Hicks, London Hospital.—James 
Keith Jeanneret Grosjean, St. Mary's Hospital. — William 
Johnson Von Lintzgy, Calcutta, 


Aporaacakigs’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the science and practice of medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on 


Thursday, November 2Ath, 1859. 
Apams, Samvet Horrvs, London. 
Baw.ine, Tuomas, Birmingham. 
Beravay, James, Gravesend. 
Bower, Weymouth. 
Empsox, CHARLES Freperrck, Selby, Yorkshire. 
Lenrker, Harrie, Balderton, Newark-on-Trent. 
Luoyp, Davin, Carmarthen, South Wales. 
Nessom, Joseru, Bradford, Yorkshire. 
Netsox, Wiii1am Jonn, Acomb, Yorkshire. 
The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed their 
first examination 
Corrox, Tuomas, Spalding. 
Freeman, DeLaAmARK, i 
Merca.re, Ricuarp, Hawes, Yorkshire. 
Grorcr Guirrrru, Newcastle Emlyn, S. Wales. 
Sissons, Haruno, Hull. 


Eprxsurex Universtry Covrt.—Mr. Gladstone, the 
rector, has chosen as his assessor Dr. John Brown, the accom- 
ished and learned author of ‘‘Sydenham and Locke,” &c. 
Fae appointment is both to the rector and Dr. 
wn. 


Paizr.—The Council of the Senate 
recommend that one of these prizes be thrown to students 
in medicine, of not more than seven years’ ing, who shall 
have passed both the M.B. examinations. 

Arrorntugnt. — Edward Dillon Mapother, M.D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy, College of Surgeons, has been 
elected Surgeon to St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin. 

Tae medical attendants of the King of Prussia have 
recommended his removal to the Isle of Wight. 


Tre Warrers Ganc.—At the Central Criminal Court, 
on Wednesday, William Allen, clerk, pleaded guilty to an in- 
dictment for conspiracy. Mr. J. P. Doyle defended the prisoner, 
and Mr, F. H. Lewis prosecuted. The prisoner was one of the 
Edwards, Watters, and Bennett gang of impostors, who prac- 
tised as ear doctors. He was sentenced to eight months’ im- 
prisonment. 

Luyatics tet Loosr.—The Commissioners in Lunacy 
have visited Chatham garrison in connexion with the recent 

i of a lunatic soldier from Fort Pitt, who was turned 
adrift in the streets. This course was condemned in Tue 
Lancet at the time; and from what has transpired, the Com- 


missioners would seem to be strongly op to the conduct 
of the military authorities in this matter. 
Latest News or Dr. Livinestorr.— hes from 


Dr. Livingstone bearing date June, 1559, were communicated 
at the last meeting of the Royal Geographical Society. In the 
midst of great disadvantages, his party had travelled upwards 
of 2350 miles of river. 


Impromptu Lire Paeserver.—The “United Service 
Magazine” states the case of a seaman, who had jumped from 
a wreck, saving himself by the use of empty corked wine 
bottles under his arms and in his Guernsey shirt. 


Leeat PLACED IN THE Way or 
Men Recovertne razr Desrs.—Bromrron County Court. 
—Warp vr. Coorger.—This action afforded another instance of 
the obstacles placed in the way of the medical profession in 
getting disputed accounts settled in the County Courts ; and so 
harassing have the proceedings of these law courts of late be- 
come as to cause many medical creditors to give up just debts 
rather than wait all day in Court, and be subject to the abuse 
of pettifogging advocates and the injustice of the judges in 
cutting down their bills. 

In the present case, the plaintiff, who formerly practised at 
Kensin but is now residing at Wingfield, near Windsor, 
had to leave his patients and travel to Brompton to recover a 
bill of £7 19s., from a wealthy tradesman, residing at Kensing- 
ton, and who adopted the usual defence to medical prac- 
se overcharge, and medicines charged for not 
su 4 

Dre. Wankp stated that, in January of this year, five children 
belonging to the defendant were attacked with scarlet fever, 
and from that time up to March he paid the most unremitting 
attention to the patients. In the interim, three of his patients 
died, and two recovered. He had no hesitation in rejecting 
an offer of the defendant to pay five pounds; firstly, upon 
principle, and a duty he owed to the profession at large; and, 
secondly, the charges were so moderate, under the circum- 
stances, that if he made a deduction he should be a positive 
loser for drugs. 

The defendant said that part of the medicine supplied was 
charged for the three children after they had died, and he con- 
sidered the bill a most unreasonable one, and that £5 would be 
ample payment. 

Dr. yard appeared astounded at the defendant's statement, 
and warmly contended that the medicine alluded to was not 
intended for the three dead children, but for the other two who 
survived. The defendant might as easily have urged that his 
attendances were for the deceased after they were buried. 

Mr. Apo.ruvs, the judge, thought that as the defendant 
had so recently met with a calamity, Dr. Ward should make 
some allowance, and directed a short adjournment, which ended 
in the plaintiff’s positive refusal to come to any other arrange- 
ment than that of two months’ time to pay the bill. Ordinary 
costs only were allowed. 


of Frencn Soipiers.—Amongst the official 
directions issued to the French soldiers going to Canton are 
the following:—‘ Eat moderately; never eat ducks. When 
you smoke, spit as little as possible. Never take a nap in the 
day-time, Draughts are dangerous.” Excellent old lady who 
wrote them ! she would advise gruel and a hot bottle 
at night, as well as ‘‘ covering the head well, and especially 
the eyes.” 

Old BaiJey, on Wednesday last, for bigamy, found guilty, 
a year's imprisonment, with hard labour. 

Tur Smatt-pox prevails amongst the coloured popula- 
tion of Port Elizabeth, Cape of Good Hope; and the chief of 
the Dutch Reformed Church at Hope Town does not administer 
the sacrament, fearing that the infection may be disseminated 


4 
imo | 
preliminary exXamimation in Anatomy anc Aan 
when eligible will be admitted to the pass examination for the 
8 
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Dearn tae Inwatation or Proresson Viscnow, of Vienna, announces the dis- 
the Qist- ultimo, a woman, of middle age, was admitted into | covery of the ic i ichina spiralis, in the muscles 


these circu oroform inhalations were had recourse 
te, and the head of the bone was then very easily ; 
but y is been effected when the patient expired. 


tions by one nostril, according to the method proposed by M. 
Faure. M. Béraud proceeds as follows :—The apparatus con- 
sists of a bottle of the capacity of about three ounces, with two 

; on one of these ap elastic tube, six inches is 


laced into one , whilst 
by the finger. The 


with more or less rapidity; or the — may hold the 
rawus himself, after chloroform has 


M. Béraud has administered chloroform in this manner in 
twenty-three cases, with the best results. There is no pain, 
suffocation, ion ; and in 
no’ case has been that sudden depression of the circulation 
aad respiration which sometimes proves so alarming. When 
anesthesia is established, it ma: For 
this purpose the tube should be held within reach of the nostril, 
the being shaken when narcotism is to be increased, 
and taken away when the anesthesia is to cease. In this 
manner sudden asphyxia cannot take place, as the effects are 
inoreased very gradually, and can be stopped at pleasure. 
Setr-Starvation THRoveH Manta. — Mr. 
Roslyn, relates a 
vation under religious excitement. 
On the 29th of A 

fully resolved on starving herself to death. She was con- 
vinced that it was the Divine will, and obstinately refused to 
take any kind of nourishment, with the exception of a little 
sugar in water. On the 27th of September—and not until 
then—the woman died, having, it is stated, been thirty days 
without food, except about three quarters of a pipeline gs 
Under such circumstances, forced alimentation is to 
with great success; but we do not observe to what extent it 
‘was carried out in this case, 


oury 
hitherto excluded from the table by reason of their unpleasant 
taste and smell. His process he ¢alls adenization ; it is rather 
de-adenization, or the extraction of certain ing glands 
from the living animal. These glands he maintains are “ in- 
tended by nature to transmit their bad flavour to the flesh,” 
and their extirpation is unattended with any evil consequence 
to the animal. What glands are these? ‘ 


THe Arwy.—The army carryi 
on the war in Morocco nambered nearly 22,000 men; but it 
stated that one-fifth of them S76. from cholera. 

6 


. | that the doctor (dukun) is sent for. 


Dr. Fi.xot considers the carbonization of organic mat- 
ter, and its subsequent. treatment by nitric acid, an excellent 
method for the detection of arsenic. He says that Orfila had 
repeatedly approved of it. 

—The 


of Alicante is 
declared suspected of cholera morbus, and vessels 

that port at Lisbon or Naples will be subjected to ten 
rigorous quarantine, The perts of Holland are likewise 
clared suspected by the Neapolitans. The Hanse Towns and 
the ports of Syria, recently suspected, are now considered free. 


took 
lace week, M. Imbert, a gentleman deaf and dumb from 
bis birth, addressed i 


pressive of the vast benefits conferred by this 
through the medium of the dumb alphabet. His 
were interpreted to the company. 

Asotition or Corporat Punisument.—A 
laid before the Assembly of Burgesses at Stockkolm, 


to 
the abolition of punishments, has been received with 
acclamation. 


Vares, the “ Black Doctor,” lately figured in an action 
for debt. ek tees ete ing him in 19,000 francs, rent. 
due, and francs damages issued; but he had ab- 
— Subsequently, his hidden effects were discovered 


ee of a sketch, by Dr. Hey- 
mann, of the medical practice of some tribes of the 
length, the substances which 


house ; and it is only when they fail to remove the 


in vain, a 
Euro doctor is summoned to the ; but he generally 
arrives after the taken to a hold of the patient 


that medical skill is of little avail. 
Tax Woorara Poison 1x Tetanvs.—The surgeons 
Paris and other i 


bat encouraging. M. 
madaire, in which 


patient, a boy of eighteen, was attacked 
uence of a nail entering the plantar aspect 
died in a week, ih apite cl pretty doses of w 
internally, and subsequently by injections into the 
tissue of one and even three 

Paris, and the woorara given internally was purchased 
deaux. Both samples, used upon animals, 
five minutes with one-grain doses. No 

upon the patient. 


i 
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4 e’Oharité Hospital of Paris for a luxation of the shoulder, | of man, as it has bee equently ascertained to exist in thc 
a M. Manec attempted reduction forthwith, and failed. Under of quadrupeds, 
may mention, while on 1s Peel a 
a Academy of Medicine of Paris has lately h a paper from 
| M. Béraud, who advocates the admission of chloroform inhala- | 
| 
Need, and ends OF HO’ DY & Slightly conical piece ne 
at least four lines. About three | Dows the annual dinner of the French 
it ettremity of the tube is 
. the free aperture of the bo 
iy } patient is, in the meanwhile, desired to breathe naturally. As | 
/ e is not given off in vapour, and no pai 
if by the patient. When the latter is used to 
af, e in this manner, the finger is partly taken off from the iti 
ie a yy and air charged with chloroform thus reaches the 
i At this stage, according to the more or less pain com- 
F| ; plained of, the amount of air in the bottle is increased or dimi- 
has thus been — a great deal of air loaded 
Re with chloroform, wi ¢ uneasiness or excitement. men having represented ee 6 
i) Another method consists in making the patient breathe for a | born children to the maries to be registered is attended 
‘a little while from the empty bottle; a drop of chloroform is then | danger, some French journals state that it is in contemplation 
ie allowed to fall into it, and this is followed by others poured in | t° appoint in each arrondissement of Paris a physician specially 
— ps charged to go to houses to register births. At Douai, and in 
| 
i, ring the tube very gradua wards the nos' The | Such a functionary. 
y 
main point is to prevent the irritating action of the chloroform | PHarmacy anp death of M. 
i pane a eS ne After two or three | Soubeiran has been followed by the abolition of the chair of 
he niinutes the bottle should be gently shaken, so as to bring the | pharmacy in the Faculty of Paris, and the creation of a chair 
Hit cliloroform in contact with the parietes, and increase the eva- | of pharmacology, to which Dr. Regnault is appointed. 
Te Ponting surface. When the patient opens his mouth, it should 
iW >t kept shut with the hand for a few moments. 
| | 
i 
| Tue Practice oF Mupicine ix Java —The Gazette 
| 
| 
+ enter into the Javanese materia medica, an 
a) | many of them are kept by most families, These medicinal 
ike | substances are invariably used when disease breaks out in a 
symptoms 
i e latter 18 nothing but 
lt a kind of magician, Who attempts to cure his patient by 
i | | ting scrolls of paper filled with mystic words under his pillow. 
“PE 
' When the administration of human urine, album grecam of 
| 
| 
ma but the results have lately, in two instances, been ye 
i ebdo- 
Apeyizatiox or Mxgat.—Dr. Comay, a physician of e administered the woorara with great 
5 injections into the cellular tissue, im the 
| | Rochefort, has announced a new process by which he professes case of a boy of sixteen, suffering from tetanus, The patient, 
ih however, experienced no benefit whatever, and died on the 
second day. The poles lad. tried and 
gE | found fearfully effectual. Another case is related in L’ Union 
| : rf | Médicale of the 17th ult. by M. Gintrac, of Bordeaux. The 
Tar Loxpon Hosrrrat.—The Committee have deter- | 
ie mined to recommend to the governors the appointment of an 
additional, or fourth, assistant-physician. 


i 
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was called, within the current , to a primapara, who had 
been nine hours in laboar ; heard from the midwife that 
the feet of the child had presented immediately on the break- 
ing of the waters. She had at once used 

than the knees, Dr. Bartscher f feet much congested 
‘that it contained twins, the child presenting by the feet being 


They were two living 
The mother recovered perfectly. — Monatech. fir 
@eburtsk., July, 1859; and Gazette Hebdomadaire. 


Heattn or Loxpon purinc tus 
deaths in London continued to 


2 
MONDAY, Duc, 5... 
Mxpreat Socizrr or Lowpon.— 8} Dr. 


Cockle, “On Certain Points of 
Mitral Valve Disease.” 
s Hosprra. 
ill be Tr B 
ions wi pe at 2PM. r. 
TUESDAY, Dac, 6......... Amputation of Leg; for Stricture of Urethra 
eases); for Necrosis of Tibia.—By Mr. 
: for Melanotic Tumour of Eye. 
SecmtTy or Lonpon.—8 


-~Operations, 1 
Sr. Mary's H —Operations, 1 
Unrvaasrry Cotuxes Hosrrra.. — Operations, 


Socrsry or 
WEDNESDAY, Dac. 7...4 Council Meeting.—8 rar. by Mr. Bailey 


Drs. aller, Oldham, 
Priestley, Davis, Hodges, r. Ball, Mr. Baker 
Mxpreat Soctery or Lownow.—s} ra. Lett- 
somian 


‘St. Guorer’s Hosprnat. lpm. 
Lowpow Hosrrmi. — 
Operations, 1 
Lonpow Hosprta.. 
's 


THURSDAY, Dac. 8......4 Gneat 


Operations, 2} 
Kuve’s Socrery.— 8 Px. 
Mr. P. K. Adair, “On Stricture of the Urethra, 
\ and its Treatment by Holt’ 


SATURDAY, Dac. 0 ...4 


Kuxe’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} 
Cuazrve-cross H —Operations, 2 


in the week that ended last Saturday. The bers 


JAMES ADAIR LAWRIE, MD. 


Tue death of this distinguished surgeon will be felt as a 
great calamity in the sister city, and in the west of Scotland 


was scarcely less trusted and t after asa ici 
— of the profession will make his memory 
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Correspondents. 


Mr. J. Brown.—The coroner should certainly have summoned the first gemtle- 


man who was called in after the death. There are many reasons why this 
rule should be adhered to, not only on the ground of professional propriety, 
‘but aleo becanse the ends of justiee are likely to be frustrated by pursuing 
an opposite eourse. 

4 Pupil of Guy's.—The reputation of Dr. Barlow as a physician and a lecturer 
stands too high to be affected by any cursory remarks in a review. The 
notiee in question alluded only to a solitary production, and had no refer- 
ence whatever to his other writings, which have justly attained a high 
position in medical literature. 577 


Tae Lancer,] MEDICAL NEWS.—MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. [Decemerr 3, 1859 
Rane Caszs or Carcutus.— Jr. Jules Cloquet read 
lately an interesting paper at the Academy of Sciences, Paris, MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 
) “On Two Cases of Caloulus.” The first related to an infant of | ———— 
five months old, who experienced the other ‘oral Hoserrat.—Operations, 2 
symptoms of stene. Dr. Burdel, of Vierzon, ised the 
mature ofthe afection, cut the shild for atone, and eximated 
: weighing forty-eight centigrammes. The wound healed in 
fom wild boon, af (Meur- 
tobe 
7 and 
Boxat Hosrrrat. — Operations, 2 
Twin 
Points connected with Diabetes,” with Experi- 
menta! J]hustrations. 
a astride the other, which iatter was presenting by 
the abdomen. The midwife had mistaken the umbilicus of the 
child lying across for the parts 6f generation of the fcetus pre- 
i left foot of the first child over the back of the 
second, and brought down the feet of the latter. Extraction 
i in the two previous weeks were successively 1051 
1233; last week the number was 1307. The deaths referred a 
to affections of the organs of iration rose to 314. Those 
was to 19>; ia, 73; w ing-cough, 30. 
398 deaths from bronchitis last week. 21 occurred to infants ; | 
19 occurred at one year of age and under 10; wt noe 
60-80; and 17 at 80 years upwards. -pox was fatal 
i Eighty-four deaths were ascribed to scarlatina ; 
The former ai to prevail much in the 
parte of Londen; it wes fatal in 5 in Kentish-town, (Te go free by post.) 
in 5 im Islington East. Six deaths are also referred to it in 
Bethnal-green, and 4 in Mile-end Old Town. @ 88 
Last week the births of 904 boys and 881 girls, in all 1785 RF eine ee oa 
ehildren, were registered in London. Usstaxra. 
© > Strand Post-office. 
Tus Lancet may be ablaimed from every respectable Bookseiler or Newsman 
in the Worid. 
generally. Dr. Lawrie had long enjoyed a large and lucrative 
‘practice, and very many of his patients had become old per- 
sargeon, but it was his knowledge of the profession im all its 
departments that made ‘him so singularly useful and successful. 
ened views on the subject of medical education led to his elec- 
tion, by the Universities of Glasgow and St. Andrews, as their ' 
representative in the new Medical Council. 


Tax Lancer,] 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


{Decemper 3, 1969. 


A Subscriber directs our attention to the imperfect manner in which the Naval 
Medica! Warrant has been carried out by the authorities. He states—“ first, 
that several gentlemen have entered the service since the date of the War- 
rant who are not in possession of a single medical qualification; secondly, 
that there is no provision for the accommodation of the medical officers, 
and that several highly qualified gentlemen are still doomed to the cockpit 
hammock, or have the use of some extra cabin on sufferance ; thirdly, that 
the surgeon still retains the uniform which indicates that his rank is with 
the lieutenant in the navy or captain in the army, whereas it should be 
equal to that of commander in the navy and major in the army.” 

B. A.—The surgical qualification is sufficient. If the degree in medicine has 
been obtained from an English University, the medical qualification will be 
also sufficient; otherwise “ B. A.” would not possess the necessary qualifica- 
tions for a Poor-law surgeon. 

Tae Memorial from the surgeons of Jamaica shall appear in our next impres- 
sion 


A Svurpressto Vent. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
Sre,—lIt is unkind of the “Old Subscriber,” who dates from 
Brighton, to notice so trifling a reservation in the newspaper Te- 
specting Mr. Barratt, who is a to the public. Witness llow- 
i lacard, displayed in shop-windows amongst the poor neighbourhoods of 
ton :— 


“* Office for sale of tickets for the Brighton General and Self-supporting Dis- 
pensary ; Surgeon, Mr. E Barratt, 32, Grand- le, B ton.” 
I fear that if your unkind correspondent got hold of this, he would see in it 
r case of suppressio veri. But the poor of Brighton only see in it a me- 
dical charity, m: and supported like all such institutions, to which Mr, 
Barratt gratuitously gives his professional services; they accordingly pay 
their money and are grateful, without too unkindly inquiring who are the sub- 
seribers, what are the names of the committee, or who audits the accounts and 
publishes the Annual Report. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A Nzw a Farenp To 
Brighton, November, 1859. 


Virtuozo.—It is impossible to give any satisfactory answers to the questions 
propounded upon so meagre a statement of the case. If all the circumstances 
were fully stated to a competent medical practitioner, and the patient were 
submitted to an examination by him, he would, no doubt, be able to form 
something like a decided opinion on the subject. 

A Begging-Letter Writer is thanked for his suggestion, which shall receive 
attention. 

A Case of Lithotomy, on a child four years and a half old, has been forwarded 
to us for publication, but the name of the writer is not attached. 

Dr. Sargent,—The communication has been received. 


Unrroresstovat 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Srr,—If the paragraph which refers to myself in your impression of the 19th 
November announced that the premises had been closed, instead of opened, as 
Yar as my connexion with them is concerned, it would have been correct, hav- 

disposed of them for several weeks, 

‘ow, as to the circulars, My assistant had them printed, without my know- 
ledge, during my absence at Ramsgate, thinking they would extend my retail. 
He forwarded a copy to me. I replied that I discountenanced and di 
of the project, and requested him nof to circulate them. 

1 remain, Sir, yours, &. 

Diamond-row, Stepney-green, Nov. 1859. w. ‘Low, M.D. 
*,* We rejoice to find that Dr. Low recognises the impropriety of issuing such 

a circular as that to which reference was made.—Ep. L. 


F.R.S, Edin.—1. Full power is given to the Council to authorize or prevent 
the registration of such a diploma.—2. If they decide against the right to 
register, and the Act be strictly interpreted, it would be a false p on 


Holmrook.—1. It clearly means that a person who is registered shall be 
entitled to recover.—2. The judge should have been in possession of the 
copy of the Register. The law, however, does not compel him to possess it. 
Mr. White, therefore, should have produced it in court. It is the duty of a 
plaintiff to prove his case completely, and it is no part of the defendant’s 
office to supply any information which may damage his case. Even before 
the Medical Act was passed, judges were in the habit of requiring that the 
diploma of the plaintiff should be produced in court. The Medical Act dis- 
penses with the necessity of this proceeding, the mere fact of the name 
appearing on the Register being sufficient for all purposes. 

sculapine, (Cheltenham.)—1. It is supposed by many to confer some distine- 
tion on its possessor.—2. By application to the Registrar of the College.— 
3. Ten guineas. 

Mr, Ross.—In Tux Lancet for August 28th, 1853. 


PRovEsstonat ADVERTISING. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
—On perusing Tas Lancer of last week, I by 
agit himself “A. S.,” has been kind enough to further the 
my “card” in the of your journal, I have upon a former occasion inti- 
the contempt I entertain for any individual wanting the 
accusation, made th 


professional to my aid that 
engine, tho prem, in upholding truth and combing 
am, Sir, 


Medicus.—1. Two years’ purchase on the gross receipts.—2. Much will depend 
upon circumstances, but it should not be less than six months.—-3. No legal 
decision has been given on the subject; but the question must eventually 
come before a court of law. It is vain to speculate on what may be the de- 
cision of the judges ou the point ; but there can be no doubt that the influ- 
ence of long custom would be taken into their consideration. 

M.R.C.S.L.—In the present state of the law, we fear there is no remedy for so 
flagrant an evil. 

M. M—1. The right to register, under such circumstances, rests with the 
Medical Council.—2. If registered, he ean practise in England, style himself 
“doctor,” and affix the letters “M.D.” to his signature. 

Mr. Herbert E. Lee is entitled to great credit for his very proper conduct in 


the matter, 
Mupicat Assistants. 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcet. 
Srr,—I see that the M Association is prosecuting 


to try, ung 

medicine, not being registered as required by the Act of Parliament. For 

the Association is entitled to all praise. But, 1 would ask, is it right that 
medica! tioners should at the same time employ, as assistants, unqualified 
men to visit, attend midwifery, and, in fact, do all the business of o oeret 
some of them being medical students with very little experience, and a 
number being merely druggists’ assistants ? Now, I consider this a great mn 
and as great an infringement of the Act of Parliament as quackery ; and 

it is remedied, the medical practitioners of England cannot go into court with 
a fair face to prosecute men for what they are doing themselves indirectly. 


I Sir, yours, Xe., 
November, 1859. 
Mr. J. Wearne (Helston) has just grounds of complaint, The matter ought to 
have been Jeft in the hands of the coroner. The powders should have been 
analyzed previous to holding the first inquest, which would have rendered 
an adjournment unnecessary. 
4 will find a work noticed in the present number of Taz Lancer 


the part of the non-registered practitioner to assume the titla—3. The com- 
mon law will confirm only such titles as the Medical Council may determine 
upon admitting as legal in this country. To assume a title not recognised 
by the statute law of the land is, under the provisions of the Medical Act, an 
offence. 

An Old Subscriber.—We think that Dr. W, is justly liable to the charge of 
having acted unprofessionally. ; 

Mr. Samuel Morle should consult with Mr. Bowen May, of Bolton House, 
Rugsell-square, who would advise him as to the steps he should pursue, “ 

Mr, Whalley.—The article shall appear next week. 


A or Drrorwzp Fematrs—A Morar Question. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—It often oceurs to me in reading cases where women, whose pelves 
have become distorted by mollities ossittm, are delivered of dead or mutilated 
children, that the question involves a consi m apart from a medical one. 
If a woman is aware that her pelvis is so deformed that it is physically impos- 
sible that anything can pass through it and retain life, why is she at liberty to 
continue connexion with her husband, when she well knows that the inevitable 
of her not be a mereiful 
act to place a ty upon that woman's n pregnant, being 
morally on her part a case of murder? A woman knowing this, and persi: 
in sexual congress, is really as guilty as the woman who destroys her ch 
after itis born. In this enlightened when morals are in such a state of 
tension, how can such cases of infanti without notice? Is a woman 
in such a case different from a murderess? Knowing these facts, s 
not hold herself bound to avoid their repetition ?—Yours, &c., 

November, 1859, 578 Jony. 


which will suit him. 

H. G. W—1. Not claim it; but make application to the Registrar, who will 
take steps on the subject, and communicate the result.—2. Yes, if he practise 
pharmacy.—3. Ten guineas. 

Onesimus.— Not after twenty-eight years of age. 

Communtcations, Lurrers, &c., have been received from—Dr. MacWilliam ; 
Mr. A. Stewart ; Dr. Griffith; Mr. Edwards, Cardiff; Mr. Thomas F. Smart ; 
Dr. H. E. Roscoe, Manchester; Mr. G, K. Barnes, Dukinfield, Cheshire ; 
Mr. Holmes Coote; Dr. C. D, Arnott; Mr. Barwise; Mr. J. Jones; Mr. 
Nourse ; Dr, Henry Hancox ; Dr. W. Budd, Clifton ; Mr. Boulland, Driffield ; 
Mr. Skey, Reading, (with enclosure;) Mr. Belgrave, West Bromwich, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Craster, Middiesboro’, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Vicary, War- 
minster, (with enclosure;) Mr. Horsfall, Wakefield; Dr. Dixon, Emsworth, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Huxley, Liverpool; Mr. Smith, Birmingham ; Mr. 
Ellis, Gainford, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Fitzgerald, South Norwood; Mr. 
Powell, Crewkerne; Mr. Smith, Wolverhampton; Mr. Morris, Canterbury, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Lomax, Sutton-in-Ashfield; Mr. Clarke, Huddersfield, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr, Gilbert, Woodford, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hammond, 
Macclesfield; Mr. Carter, Potter Newton; Mr. Lawton, Manchester, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Barrow, Yoxall, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Mine, Nottingham, 
(with, enclosure;) Mr. J. Brown; Mr. Samuel Morle; Mr. J, Wearne; 
Mr. Ross; Dr. Sargent; Mr. Whalley; J. J., Leicester; An Old Sub- 
scriber; A Pupil of Guy's; B. A.; Virtuoso; M.R.C.S.L.; M. M.; Onesimus ; 
‘A New Subscriber, and a Friend to Humbug ; Viator; Hsculapius ; Medicus ; 
FBS, Edin.; Agamemnon; Holmrook; &c. 
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ah | the medium of a public journal. I can assure “A. S.” that I have only 
ii" lowed the example of a Jeading physician in one of our University towns in 
it taking such a step upon similar reports being cireulated to his prejudice ; and 
iy i | her ber to inform “AS.” that if local reports should again a | 
| 
Imperial Club, Cheltenham, Nov. 1859. mu, Davton, F.R.CS.E. 
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